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ae It was as if a miniature earthquake was in progress, The angle of the cliff was shattered, and tons of dis- 
er lodged rocks came tumbling down upon the affrighted Moslems. It was impossible for 


them to control their horses, much less their own fears. 
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Frank Reade, Jr.'s Desert Search for a Secret City With His 
“ New Overland Chaise. 


A STRANGE STORY OF A STRANGE LAND. 


By “NONAME,” 


Author of ‘*To the End of the 


COAPTER I. 
COLONEL DUSTIN’S STORY. 


 CotoneL HARLAND Dustin sat in the lobby of the Fifth Avenue 
Hotel smoking a five Havana cigar with all the relish of a born to- 


_ baccojuser and traveler in all climes of the world, 


A little knot of men, among whom were an author, two editors and 


a couple of the inevitable reporters, were about him and listening to 


his chat about life in the Great Desert of Northern Africa. 

For the colune] bad just returned from a sojourn of two years in 
and about the Sahara. 

‘J tell you,” he said, impressively, ‘‘ that few people can under- 
stand what a mighty expanse of burning sand that is, There is po 
other spot on the face of the earth like it.” 

** Indeed!” said ove of the editors, relaxing his usual cynicism. ‘ I 
imagine you are a good judge, colonel.” 

**T ought to be,” admitted the colonel. 
of the eartn.” 

‘¢That is your license,” declared the author. 
great field for exciting incident?” 

Well, I found it so,” ugreed the colonel, ‘‘in fact, it is a place 

where you never need to seek incident, for it is continually seeking 
ou!” 

: ‘* Speaking of that,” said one of the reporters, with an eye to a 

- ‘mewspaper ‘‘ story,” ‘*‘ what was the most exciting incident you met 

with there?” 

The colonel had no need for thought. 

He promptly replied: 

** The mysterious mirage!” 

At this answer all crowded somewhat nearer to the‘colonel and list- 
ened attentively. . 

For they knew something good was coming. 

This blase traveler, this seeker of adventure, would be sure to 
Jaunch nothing of the stale order. It would be something worth lis- 
tening to. ; 

The colonel took one whiff at his cigar, and then resumed: 

«Tn that part of the desert called Bikan by the Bedouins, because 
it is very like a spirit land with its mysterious manifestations, there 
may be seen a mirage of most wonderful sort. 

‘It is the mirage of acity, the like of which for architecture or 


‘* T have visited all corners 


‘¢ Ig not the Sahara a 


ah flowering gardens, was never seen On earth. Now, you all know what 


a mirage is. 
**It is a curious and faithful photograph by Nature, in the misty 


5 Bt ‘sky of some distant plair, valley, mountain, or town, or perchance a 


body of water. 
‘The mirage of Bikan, however, has never been ideatified. No one 


Earth in an Air-Ship,” ‘* Lost in the Great Undertow,” ‘*The Chase of a 
Comet,” ‘‘ From Tropic to Tropic,” ete., ete. 


has been able to tell the name of the beautiful city or its secret loca- 
tion. That still remains a mystery which no effort has ever solved. 

“ Thousands of travellers, Europeans and natives as well have ap- 
plied all sorts of ca)culations to locate the wonderful city. 

‘* Could it once be located, it would no doubt be the wonder of the 
world, for no other like it is known, no other people of the same ap- 
pearance have ever been. This mirage of Bikan I consider as one of 
the most wonderful things I came across in the Desert.” 

The listeners were breathless with intense interest for a momeni, 

Then the author said: 


** Could you really distinguish the people? Might it not bea trans- 
ferred reproduction from another planet?” 

‘* It must have been a wonderful spectacle,” commented an editor. 

But it remained for the acute reporter to get at tue meat in the put. 

‘‘ A mirage is supposed to a natural phenomenon, major. Is it 
possible for a mythical city, or one not in existence to be portrayed?” 

‘* No,” replied the colonel, promptly. ‘A mirage is a reproduc- 
tion and must have a pattern, or subject in actual existence.” 

‘In that case such a city must really exist.” 

“ Of course.” 

** How far is it possible for a mirage to draw it subjectfrom? What 
is the greatest known distance?” 

‘* Probably from no point beyond the horizon at its altitude,” was 
ee ‘*The mirage of Bikan may hang a thousand feet in the 
a r 9? 


‘* Then the wonderful city must be somewhere within a radius of 
three or four hundred miles.” 

‘* T should say so!” 

The author was thinking of the resurrection of some old time city 
me and already pictured a Prince Charming and a Sleeping 

uty. 

The editor was wondering if the subject would be trite for his read- 
nae the reporter already saw the matter up in cold type with bold 
1eadlines, 


‘“« Now,” resumed the reporter, ‘‘why cannot this city be fonnd. 
Extend the radius another hundred miles. Has not a!l that region 
beer explored?” 

‘* Presumably, time and again,” replied the colonel. 
trace of the mirage city can be found.” 

The reporter scratched his head with his pencil. 

4 “ wish I had the chance,” he said. ‘I'd bet a new hat I could 
nd it.’ 


The éolonel laughed. 


**T advise your syndicate to send you out there,” he said, ‘it would 
be the biggest job they could put up.” 


**And yet no 
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‘‘T vow I'll app’oach them on the matter,” declared the scribe, 
‘*but let me tell you something.” 

‘* Well” 

‘*The mere publication of this story so interestingly narrated by 
you is bound to interest the whole country. Probably a hundred men 
of genius will have their cupidity excited to such an extent, that they 
will at once set out to discover the city.” 

* Hib men of their meeting with success,” said the colonel. 

ee y 

‘Tt is impossible.” 

“You forget!” 

** What?” 

‘* Nothing is impossible to an out and out American.” 

Colonel Dustin bit his cigar in two and took a keen=r glance at the 
scribe. He saw a smooth-faced studious-looking young fellow, but a 
single glance at his keen penetrating eyes and high classical forehead 
showed that he was a man of no ordinary brain power. 

‘* You have the advantage of me—” began the colonel. 

“Theo Wilton, at your service,” replied the reporter, with a low 
bow, ‘* American News Syndicate.” 

‘You know me?” 

**Col. Duatin.” 

‘* Exactly. Iam glad to meet you, Mr. Wilton. But I want to 
talk with you further. Wiil you honor me with your presence at my 
room to-night at eight?” 

The scribe bowed. 

Col. Dustin arose, 

The author entered into a surprisingly friendly colloquy with one of 
the editors. 

Theo Wilton was absorbed in his newspaper story. 

Col. Dustiu entered the elevator, which is the American dialect for 
**jift,” and was s09n ou his way to his room. 

‘*By Jove!” reflected Wilton, as he placed his note book in his 
pocket, “thisis nota bad day’s work. The syndicate ought to pay 
me a hundred for that. Hello! another chance!” 

Wilton started pell mell for the reading room. 

Ws man whom he instantly recognized entered it. Wilton overtook 

m. 

He was a young man, but of remariably distinguished appearance. 

= face was well chiseled and handsome, and supremely intellec- 
tu 

‘‘T beg pardon,” said Wilton, politely. ‘' Mr. Frank Reade, Jr., I 
believe?” 

The young man turned, 

‘“* That is my name,” he said, 

** Here is my card, I represent the Americian Syndicate.” 

“ Ah,” said Frank Reade, Jr, glancing at the vard; ‘‘ I am afraid 
I have little material for you,” 

‘* T can’t believe that, Mr. Reade,” said Wilton, eagerly. ‘* You will 
grant me a brief interview ; then I will tell you something of inter- 
est.” 


oe Very well,” said Frank Reade, Jr., sinking into a chair. ‘ Please 


‘be brief.” 


‘* How about the new invention you were at work on the last time 
I was up to Readestown?” 

“Tt is finished.” 

‘“* What? The new Overland Chaise?” 

‘‘ Ever so.” 

Wilton knew that the young man before him was one of the most 
famous persons on the earth. 

He was the greatest of living inventors, and the fruits of his genius 
were indeed wonderful. 

He was the perfector of the Steam Man, the Electric Horses, the 
Flying Air-Snip, the Submarine Boat and many other wonders. 

and now by his own confession he had just finished an Electric 

eadiint Chaise. 

What this vehicle was like only the inventor and his workmen could 
tell. It was kept a profound secret. 

For a moment Wilton was too fall of the daring resolve upon his 
mind to speak. 

Then he managed to ask: 

‘* What programme have you outlined, Mr. Reade? 
your first trip with your Overland Chaise?” 

*« Well, I have hurdly decided,” replied Frank. ‘‘Iam anxious to 
visit some unknown and anexplored part of the world.” 

** You are?” cried the reporter eagerly. 

éc Yes.” 

Wilton could hardly contain himself. 

‘*Mr. Reade,” he said, ‘‘1 have something remarkable to tell you.” 

The young inventor turned. 

‘* Indeed!” he exclaimed. ‘‘ What may it be, sir?” 

Then the reporter told the story of the mysterious mirage. 
* Frank Reade, Jr., was intensely interested. 

“ On my word!” he cried, ‘‘ that is a bewitching story, and if true 

‘“«The man who tells it is in the hotel at this moment.” 

** Indeed!” 

‘* Suppose we send up our cards? He will grant us an interview. 


That is, if you— 
‘‘The Sahara is just the field for 


What will be 


a | understand,” ” replied Frank. 
the Overland Chaise. We will talk with Col. Dustin.” 
Cards were sent up. A few moments later the messenger returned 


and said: 


**Col. Duatin requests the gentlemen to come to his rooms.” 


CHAPTER II. 
THE ELECTRIC CHAISE. 


FRANK READE, JR., and Wilton at once entered the elevator. 

Ii; u few seconds they were in the upper regions of the hotel. Then 
they were at the door of Col, Dustin’s room. 

The colonel iimself greeted them warmly. It did not take Wilton 
long to divulge the object of the visit. 

‘* Mr. Reade is the inventor of the Overland Chaise!” he said. ‘I 
ea him as nearly as 1 could remember your story of the mysterious 
mirage! 

a Tes, ” said the colonel. 

‘* He is deeply interested and has thought of taking a trip to the 
Sahara. This seems to offer bim an object, and at the same time an 
advevture.” 

Col. Dustin tossed his cigar into the grate. 

He advanced and stoud before both his visitors. 

‘Mr. Reade,” he said, with sappsessed excitement, ‘is it possible 
. travel safeiy through the enemy’s country wilh your new ma- 
chine? 

ne You mean,” said Frank, ‘‘ is it impervious to an ordinary at- 
tack.” 

‘* Just so.” : 

‘‘T may say thatitis, It was constructed for just such a purpose 
as this of traveling in perilous countries. I have made every provis- 
ion and have every kind of a weapon aboard for either offense or 
defense.” 

Tie colonel was much excited. 

‘*Then it can be done!” hecried. ‘‘ 1 see the way it can be done, 
That is all settled. Tue city of the mysterious mirage will be found, 
let me tell you.” 

In some excitement the colonel seated himself snd went on: 

‘« Every kind of an effort has been made to find the mirage city. 
That it exists there is no doubt. 

** But it lies, 1 believe in some mountains south of Bikan, and where 
hostile tribes have kept explorers from penetrating. 

** With such a machine as yours no doubt three or four men could 
travel with impunity through ali that region.” 

‘¢ They can,” assented Frank. 

“Then you will undertake it!” 

‘* J will consider the plan. I must first go back to Readestown be- 
fore giving an answer. 

‘Think of what a mighty discovery it will be for science and for 
the world!” cried the colonel, enthusiastically. ‘* Who knows but that 
this may be the city and region of Ophir described by Solomon, and 
which no man has ever located. What a wonderful thing it will 
be to give the world a city and a new race of people, who undoubt- 
edly have been undiscovered for centuries.” 

The colonel was eagerly enthusiastic over the matter. 

Wilton was the same. 

But Frank Reade, Jr., treated the matter coolly and practically. 
Finally he arose anc said: 

«J will return to Readestown to-night.” 

‘s = how soon shall we have your answer? asked the colonel, 
eagerly. 

fi I will wire you day ofter to-morrow which is Thursday.” 

This ended the confab, 

But for two days Col. Dustin’and Theo Wilton were in suspense, 

oT must beg leave to go on this expedition in the juterests of the 
press,” said the young reporter. 

‘¢ And I in the cause of science,” 

‘¢T trust he will not refuse us!” 

** He will not.” 

Then, for the kundredth time, they discussed the feasibility of the 
whole scheme. 

But still they were in supreme suspense until the afternoon of the 
secon: day. 

Then a messenger entered the hotel with a bundle of messages. One 
of these was for Col. Dustin. 
The colonel broke the seal, and hastily read: 


‘¢ COLONEL DUSTIN, 

‘* Fifth Avenue Hotel. 
‘*T have decided to go. The Chaise, packed in sections, will be placed 
aboard the first Mediterranean steamer. Of course, yoa and Wilton 
will accompany me? Yours, FRANK READE, JR.” 


So delighted were both the colonel and the reporter, that they could 
have stood on their heads for joy. 

‘* Of course you and Mr. Wilton will accompany me?” repeated Wil- 
ton. ‘* Will we? Well, I should say so! I tell you that Mr. Reade is 
a brick! By Jupiter! Just think of it, colonel! Across tue Sahara 
with Frank Reade, Jr.” 

Neither would have exchanged positions at that moment with the 
King of Italy or any other country. 

‘* We had better get ready at once,” declared the colonel. . 

‘* Tt won’t take me long.” 

‘* Nor me!” 

‘* When shall we go to Readestown?” 

‘¢ Can you be ready to-morrow?” ; 

‘¢ To-night, if necessary. A newspaper man is never unready.” 

“ ] believe you are right,” declared the colonel. ‘* Well, we will 
start early in the moruing.” 

So the matter was settled. 

The Overland Chaise was to make its initial trip in quest of the 
Secret City of the mysterious mirage, 


declared the colonel. 
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In Readestown that beautiful little city among the hills, all was 
bustle and excitement, 

Frank Reade, Jr’s, first move upon arriving home was to visit the 
great high arched store house where the new machine was set up. 

It was quite complete and only needed to be equipped with provi- 
sions to start at once. | 

Upon entering the yard, Frank was met by a comical negro, and a 
Shock headed Irishman. | 

‘*Golly, Marse Frank. Glad fo’ to see yo’ back!” cried the negro, 

‘«The top av the marnin’ to yez, Misther Frank!” declared the Celt. 

‘‘The same to you, Barney and Pomp,” replied the young inven- 
‘tor. | 
_ Barney and Pomp were old and faithful servitors. They had been 
long in the employ of Frank’s father before him. 

“Shure phwat brought yez back from New York so soon, Misther 
Frank?” asked Barney. 

‘¢] have some work cut out for the Chaise!” replied Frank, ‘‘is she 
in good trim?” : 

‘‘Shure, sor, as foine and fit as a fiddle.” 

“That is good.” 

‘¢ Phwativer will bo the thrip, sor?” 

_**To the Sahara.” 

‘¢ Sure, sor——” 

‘Ob, the Great Desert, I mean,” explained Frank. 
the northern part of Africa, you know.” . ‘ 

‘¢Shure it’s. gittin’ to be the fashion to visit Afriky since Stanley 
wint there,” and then the Celt turned mischievously to Pomp: 

‘* Begorra, there’s a chance fer yez to renew acquaintances wid 
some av yer relatives, naygur.” 

‘* Look yer, lish!” cried the darky hotly, ‘‘ don’ yo’ insult me! I 
was bo’r in ole Ca’line, an’ don’ yo’ fo’git it! All my relatives lib dar, 
an’ dey ain’ no bog-trotters neither!” 

Barney shook his fiery hair like a mad bull. 

** Phwat’s that refliction on the bog-throtters?” he cried. ‘‘ Don’t 
ye get gay wid me, naygur! Shure, divil a bit am I. ashamed av the 
soil av me nativity! Here’s luck to the Emerald Oisle!” 

Frank saw that they were perilously near a ruction,,of which both 
were fond, so he put a stop to the affair by sayiug sharply: 

‘¢ Be off with you, rascals, and open up the store-house. 
take a look at the Chaise. 

Barney turned a hand-spring and Pomp went nimbly off on his 
hands. In afew moments Frank’s order had been obeyed. . 

_ The store-house was open. 

There in plain view was the latest triumph of the young inventor's 
fertile brain. 

There was the Overland Chaise. 

Let us look at it. 

The Chaise was a handsome vehicle, mounted upon light gear, and 
four rubber-tired wheels. These were of steel throughout. 

The body of the vehicle was graceful in contour, with a high dasher 
in front and a canopy, much like the cover of a chaise, in the rear. 

This was provided with steel curtains which would shut the canopy 
up bullet proof if desired. There was a steel-screened window in each 
side, | 

In each side of the Chaise there were also three plate-glass windows. 
Also a row of loopholes. 

The body of the Chaise was of steel, nicely burnished. 
was a door leading out upon a small platform. 

’ Jed to the groand. 

The upper-part of the Chaise was a deck, in the center of which rose 
the exposed parts of the electrical machinery which gave power to 
the Chaise. 

This was guarded by a steel rail, as was also the gun deck forward 
of the pilot-house. 

Here was the pneumatic electric gun, a long tube of thin steel with 
some Curious air-chambers. 

This gun was Frank Reade, Jr.’8 own invention and most deadly. 

It would throw a dynamite projectile over a mile with fatal effect. 

Upon the roof of the pilot-house there was a powerful search-iight 
which was of great value. 

The interior of the Chaise was an illustration of the possibility of 
thorough furnishing in a limited space, 

_ Thecabin was elegantly draped and upholstered. 

There were little recesses in the wall, where were shelves of rare 
books, or articles needed upon a long journey. 

There wasatable replete with beautiful silver and china, also a 
cook room or galley. 

Then there came the storeroom or hold, where were kept the pro- 
‘visions and ammunition for a long journey. 

To attempt a detailed description of the machine would be lengthy 
and tedious, 

Therefore we will content ourselves with this somewhat incomplete 
account of the Chaise, 

Of course its motive power was electricity from a motor and battery 
syetem,. which was the peculiar invention of Frank Reade, Jr. 

The Overland Chaise was all ready for the joarney save the storing 
away of the provisions, . ; 
This was accomplished in quick time, and all preparations were 

completed for the most famous trip upon which the party ever went. 


‘‘ That is in 


I want to 


In its side 
Thence a rope ladder 


Trishman cud whip a bull rigiment av naygurs, 
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CHAPTER III. 
IN THE SAHARA. 


CoLoNEL Dustin and Wilton, the reporter, arrived in Readestown 
right on time. 

They were the first privileged outsiders to view the Chaise. 

It is needless to say that they waxed exceedingly enthusiastic over 
it, and the colonel cried: 

‘* You have conferred honor untold upon us, Mr. Reade, in allowing 
us to accompany you,” 

‘‘T am glad of your company,” said Frank, honestly. ‘‘ Certainly 
it would be dreary work enough to visit the Sahara alone.” 

The Chaise had been taken apart and stored in sections aboard a 
freight car bound for New York City. . 

There it was to be transferred to the hold of a steamer bound for 
Suez and the Mediterranean. 

The voyagers, themselves, took a fast express train for New York, 
where they arrived somewhat in advance of the Chaise, 

Of course reports of the projected trip had spread, and when the 
party reached the big city, they were literally besieged by newspaper 
men. ! 

Frank brought with him from Readestown skilled workmen enough 
to put the machine together when Suez should be reached. 

These were to return aboard the steamer on her homeward voyage. 

So all arrangements were made and finally the hour for the start 
came, 

The Chaise was safely stowad in the steamer’s hold. 

Captain Partridge, of the Prince Leon, as the vessel was named, 


_ ordered the gang plank hauled in and she swung out from her pier. 


A large crowd were on the wharf to see the departure. 

Out into the bay, past the Bartholdi Light and Fort Hamilton the 
steamer sailed. 
noon she had cleared Sandy Hook and the great ocean voyage was 

gun. 

To dwell upon the incidents of that voyage would be irrelevant, and 
would be of little interest to the reader. 

Therefore, let us pass on over the ocean voyage, through the Straits 
of Gibraltar and to Suez, 

Here the party were transferred to a smaller steamer bound for a 
small port in the Red Sea. 

Here it. was that the landing was made, 

The Chaise was put together by the workmen. 
journey was really begun. 

Prank had passports from the Khedive which should assure hii the 
right to travel anywhere in Egypt. 

The native officials respected these at the point of disembarkation, 
but a French consul who was present said: 

‘* Monsieur Reade, those will do very well here, but in the interior 
they will be of little value.” 

‘‘ Indeed!” exclaimed Frank. 
Egypt?” 58 

‘-To a certain extent, yes, monsieur. But the tribes of the Sahara 
are mostly lawless and respect no government. It will better for you 
not to trust them.” 

‘* Indeed, I thank you for the kind hint,” said Frank, ‘‘ and I will 
certainiy respect it. But I think that we shall be capable of taking 
care of ourselves once we get into the desert.” 

‘¢T have no doubt of it, monsieur,” agreed the consul. 

Barney and Pomp were busy aboard the Chaise gettiag things into 
apple ple order. 

‘* Golly, I'ish!” said the darky, with a comical grimaee; ** wha’ yo’ 
fink ob dis country any way?” 

‘“* Begorra, I niver want to think av it,” said the Celt, with a shrug 
of = shoulders. ‘Shure, it’s the worst ould wilderness I ever 
seed.” 

‘« Ki-yi, den yo’ don’ fink youse gwine to like de climate?” 

Barney scraped the perspiration from his brow and replied: 

‘* Bad cess to the climate! Shure, there’s no counthry on earth 
equal to the ould sod, War yez iver in Oireland, naygur?” 

** Kaio’t say dat I was, chile.” { 

‘* Bejabers, then half av yure loife is wasted. Shure, it’s the foinest 
place on earth. Divil a snake will yez foind there.” 

‘** Golly! dat am de place, fo’ me,” cried Pomp, who way mortally 
afraid of snakes. ‘‘Am dere any culled people in dat couatry?” 

‘* Moighty few!’ replied Barney, ‘‘but there’s the Olrish an’ that’s 
betther. Shure, there’s no place loike Oireland. It’s sorry I am fer | 
yez that yez ain’t an Oirishman.” 

‘* Huh!” sniffed Pomp. ‘*I don’ know ’bout dat, Wha’s de muttah 
wif de culled people?” 

Barney made a grimace. 

‘* Av I woz as black as yez,” hecried, ‘‘shure, I’d take off me shkin 
oer anewone. Och, the naygurs ain’t to be compared wid de 

rish.” 

Pomp spat on lis hands, 

‘* Wha’ dat yo’ say?” he cried, energetically, ‘‘don’ yo’ go frowin’ 
slops on de culled people. Mebbe dere skins ain’ white, but dey 
warn’t bo’n in no bog cabins, an’ dey kin hold dere own any time, 
Jes’ yo’ show me a nigger dot kain’t whip an Irishman out ob his boots 
any time.” 

‘* Whurroo! 


At last the great 


‘*Ts not the Khedive’s word law in 


Phwat’s that yez say?” roared Barney. ‘‘Shure, wan 
AV yea Con’t think 
so thry a leetle ruction wid Barney O'Shea,” 

‘* Golly! dat wud jes’ be a heap ob fan!” cried Pomp. 


‘* Does yo’ 
gib me de challenge, I’ish?” : 
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‘‘ Shure, take it how yez plaze,” 

« A’ right den! Look out fo’ yo'sef. I’se a-comin’,” 

ona quick ae a flash Pomp lowered his head, and made a dive at 
the Celt. 

Barney dodged the attack, and grasped Pomp by the hips. 
the two jokers closed. 

They were having a lively ruction when Frank appeared on the 
scene and put a stop to it. 

The Red Sea port was left rapidly behind as the Chaise struck out 
into the Egyptian country. 

Frank, with Coloael Dustin and Wilton, stood on the main deck 


Then 


'’ watching the country as they sped on rapidly through it. 


‘ 
f 
i fi 


Barney wag in the pilot-louse and Pomp in his galley. 

The Chaise rolled on over the short green turf which here adorned 
the rolling couutry. 

Through groves of olives and oaks, past orchards of figs and fields 
of corn the machine ran. . 

The humble dwellings of the agricultural Egyptian were the only 
buildings of note encountered for many miles. 

Then occasionally they encountered heaps of ruins and leveled 
structures of ancient times. 

Only a brief inspection was accorded these. 

The machine kept rapidly on to the southward. 

As they progressed ,large towns, even cities were discovered. They 
were following a highway one day through a deep pass, when they 
were suddenly bruught to a halt in an unexpected and somewhat 
startling manner. 

Barney, who was in the pilot-house saw the defile suddenly fill with 
@ band of mounted and armed men.. 

Dustin who was an old Egyptian traveler, cried: 

‘« They are janizaries of an Emir’s guard. The Emir himself must 
be in the train!” | 

It was clearly impossible for the machine to go ahead without mow- 
ing down dozens of the janizaries so Barney stopped it. 

The janizaries formed instantly a solid line, 

They blocked the pass with drawn swords and evidently regarded 
the Chaise with amazement. ; 

The captain of the guard shouted some unintelligible commands 
and ther rove ont in advance of the troop. 

‘“* What does he want?’ exclaimed Frank. 
of way in this pass?” 

‘*Undoubtedly,” replied Dustin, ‘‘but we have got to convince 
these fellows of it, and if they are as wooden-headed as some I have 
met with, that will not be easy.” 


‘* Have we not a right 


‘‘They will not dare to detain us in face of the passports, will 


they?” asked Frank. 

‘*IT don’t know. Time will answer that.” 

‘‘ Very good! Let us seé!” | 

Frank and the colonel showed themselves upen the forward part of 
the Chaise, At once the captain rode nearer and saluted. 

He addressed Frank in the Turkish language, 

The young inventor was not very adept in this, so he replied in 
French. Fortunately the captain of the guard understood. 

** How is this, Great Effendi?’ cried the captain. ‘‘ Do you invade 
the Emir's country with an armed chariot?” 

*¢ We come with a warrant,” replied Frank. 
one harm. Our errand is that of peace.” 

** Yet you are dogs of Christians, and this is the land of Mahomet. 
You mus’ not desecrate it!” 

‘* Pie-headed, illiterate scoundrel,” muttered the colonel. ‘* Show 
him the passports.” . | 

Frank accordingly assumed a bolder stand, and shouted: 

‘¢ You detain us at your peril. We bave passports from the Kedive, 
and your heads will pay for detaining us.” 

For a moment the captain of the guard was silent. He was evident- 
ly incredulous. - 

Then he replied: 

“The Khedive gives no passports to Christians. You utter a lie!” 

‘Don’t you tell me that, or I'll blow you into eternity,” retorted 
Frank, angrily. ‘*Come here and [ will show you the passports.” 

The captain cf the guard rode up to the side of the Chaise. 

He was a dark-browed evil-looking fellow. He glanced at the pass- 
ports and his face changed. 

Frank read him through and through. 

He saw that he feared the Khedive’s word, but at the same time 
was loth to obey it. 

It was evident from the expression of his face that he was casting 
about for some plan by which to evade it. 

Seeing this, Frank put in a clincher, 

‘* You will trouble us at your peril. Weare under the protection 
of the Great Kheuive.” 

A sudden thought seemed to come to the fellow. 
galloped to the rear of the train. 


CHAPTER IV. 
THE EMIR’S DEFEAT. 


Wart was meant by this move our travelers could only guess, 

But an explanation came quickly. 

The line of janizaries parted and a patriarchal old fellow, in rich 
robes and mouated on a splendid Arab charger, came down through. 

‘The Emir!” exclaimed Dustin. 

It was the Emir, and as he rode nearer he regarded the Chaise with 


‘¢ We seek to do no 


He turned and 


evident interest and surprise, 
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He reined his horse in haughtily and ascosted Frank in French. 

‘** Dogs of Christians,” he said tartly, ‘*‘ what do you in the land sa- 
cred to Mahomet?” 

‘* We are under the protection of the Khedive,” replied Frank. 

‘‘ That is false!” declared the Emir hotly, ‘The Khedive permits 
no infidels to travel through his country!” | 

‘* You are wrong,” said Frank coolly, ‘‘ here are our passports,” 

The young inventor produced the docaments, which were imposing 
in appearance and bore a large seal. 

The Emir took them and his face changed as he recognized the 
Khedive’s hand and seal. 

_For a moment he was irresolate. It was an authority greater than 
his own and he was for a time disposed to yield to it, 

But he glanced again at the Chaise and his Moslem ire was once 
mors raised. 

It angered him to see a party of the hated Christians traveling 
_ immunity and auder the Khedive’s protection through his coun- 

ry. 
_ For a few moments he was irresolute, 
in & nervous manner. 

‘* Mahomet’s trae followers can scarce sanction this act of the 
Khedive?” he said, defiantly. 

Bat Dustin caught the cue quickly and cried: 
‘*What! Are you a traitor to the Khedive! 
to his ears would cost you your head, Sir Emir!” 

The Moslem dignitary turned a trifle pale, and involuntarily shiver- 
ed. Then he made a move as if to return the passports, when the cap- 
tain of the janizaries ceught his arm. 

Ze few hurried and excited words changed the complexion of every-— 
thing. 

Swift as thought the Emir passed the documents to the captain of 
the guard, who tore them into fragments. 

No sooner had this astounding act been performed than the Emir 
drew his yataghan and shouted: 

‘* Now, dogs of Christians, we have you at our mercy! Yoa have 
no passports, and are trespassers in the sacred land of Mahomet, For 
this prepare to die!” 

The amazement of our travelers at this act of treachery can hardiy 
be conceived. 

**On my word,” cried Col. Dustin, ‘‘ that is the dirtiest trick I ever 
heard of.” | 

‘¢ Into the cabin—quick!” cried Frank. 

They were none too soon. 

Bullets rattled against the steel sides of the Chaise. 
were dead in earnest. 

The defile bristled with them, and it was evident that they meant to 
attack the Chaise, 

No time was to be lost. 

Frank gave hurried orders. 

A battie was certain. 

Barney and Pomp, with rifles, went into the pilot-house and opened 
fire upon the foe. 

But Frank sprang to the electric gun. He knew that unless the bat- 
tle came to close quarters they could clear the defile of the foe, 

Bullets were rattling against the body of the Chaise like hail. It 
was a critical moment. } | 

But our travelers did not falter. They kept theirend up. — 

Barney and Pomp had kept up the liveliest kind of a fire. 
Moslems were dropping right and left. 

Inwardly Frank depreciated the affair. 

He kuew well enough that it would not fail to create bad blood, and 
that the real truth of the affair would never be repeated to the 
Khedive. 

But the present exigency was one which could not be ignored. 

It was necessary to take an aggressive stand and hold it. 

Seif preservation is nature’s first law, and our travelers had no in- 
tention whatever of yielding their necks to the keen scimiters of the 
Mahometans, 

They had better die fighting valiantly than submit to execution. 
There was.no division of sentiment on this point. 

So the battle raged, 

The Mahometans under the exhortations of the Emir made a head- 
long charge, 

Barney and 
the reporter. 

This made quite a formidable force and they worked their repeaters 
for all they were worth. : : 

Frank was at the electric gun. 

He had placed a dynamite projectile in it, but hesitated to launch it 
into the horde of human beings. ; 

He saw that the hot fire of the repeaters was likely to turn the tide, 
He never cared to needlessly take life, . 

A better plan occurred to him. He sighted the gun against a spur 
of the defile directly over the heads of the attacking Moslems. 

‘¢T’ll give them a good fright,” he muttered. ‘* Mayve that will do 
just as well.” 

He knew that one shot from the gun would clear the defile, but he 
clung to his new plan. , | 

Carefally sighting the gun, he pressed the electric button. 

There was no report as the projectile left the muzzle of the gun. 
Only a slight recoil and a hiseing sound. 

But when the projectile struck the angle Df the cliff, there was a roar 
like thunder. | , 

It was as if a miniature earthquake was in progress. The angle of 
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the cliff was shattered, and tons of dislodged rocks came tumbling 


down upon the affrighted Mosleins. 

It was impossible for them to control their horses, much less their 
own fears. 

Up the defile, in a mad, excited mass, they surged. The Chaise pro- 
ceeded after them. 

‘** Follow them close!” cried Frank, ‘don’t give them a chance to 
Tally!” 

In vain the Emir tried to reform his men. 

He might as well have tried to turn the sun backward in its course. 
‘The rout was effectual. 

The end of the defile being reached, a remarkable stretch of country 
was presented to view. 

It was a serrated plain covered with close cropped green grass. In 
places there were little clumps of palms. 

In the foreground there was a ruined mosque. But beyond—what 
a spectacle! 

It was like a mighty vista—a boundless space—like looking off to 
sea upon a clear day. 


A great cry escaped the lips of the travelers. It was Col. Dustin 


who exclaimed: 


4 


‘*It is the Desert!” 
This was true, ! 
The Great Desert lay before them and oar travelers regarded it with 


_ & species of awe, 


It was the same great Sahara which countless multitudes had 
crossed for ages, 

The same dreary, echoless plain of pitiless sand, beaten »y the sun, 
and even now baking like a fiery furnace. 

What stirring evehts—what great tragedies had been enacted upon 


its surface! 


How many caravans lay yards beneath the sand drifts, victims of the 
dread simoon or hot sand storm? | 

The Emir’a men were scattered like chaff before the wind. 

They had sought refuge in the bleak hills about. Nothing more was 
to be feared from*them. 

So no farther attention was paid to them. 
their heed to the desert. 

‘« We must cross that mighty expanse before reaching our destina- 
tion,” said Col. Dustin. ‘If we were dependent upon slow camels I 
should not be sanguine of success.” 

** As it is, you apprehend no failure?’ said Frank. 

_ * T can’t see how we can fail. The Chaise ought to run fast over 
the sand.” . . 

‘*She ought to,” agreed Frank, ‘‘ undoubtedly she will.” 

*‘ Bikan is on the lower verge of the desert,” declared the colonel. 
** We ought to make it easy in a week.” 

‘There is no need of dallying here.” 

** Not a bit.” 

** Will you give em the best course across the desert?” 

Frank and the colonel went inio the pilot house. With the aid of 
the big compass the course was set. 

Then the Chaise left the green slopes and glided out on the sands of 
the desert. 

The Emir’s men could not follow and were left behind. Soon naught 
was avout them, bat the bouniless sea of sand. 

_ It was rather a monotonous outlook, and yet the travelers studied 


The travelers gave all 


- it with interest, 


There were some scenes which impressed all vividly. 

Once they crossed the track of a caravan which had fallen victim to 
the deadly sand storm. 

A long heaped up mound, extending fully a mile, was seen. At in- 
tervals the sand wus swept away and disclosed the bleeching bones of 
camels, horses, and even men. 

The entire concourse had lain down to await the passing of the pit- 
iless simoon. 

Like many thousands before them they had succumbed to the pesti- 
lential and stifling atmosphere. 

The fiery blast had withered them, and the desert claimed one more 
train of victims. 

It was a ghastly thing to reflect upon. How mauy buried hopes 
and budding plans lay beneath that long mound of sand only the wise 
Creator could know. 

Certainly the plans could never be carried o1t. Death, grim angel, 
oe interfered with their consummation, as He is often in the habit of 

oing. 

On the afternoon of the third day Barney, from the pilot-house, 
cried, in an exciled manner: , 

** Come, all of yez. Shure, it’s phwat they call an oasis if I’m not 
misthaken. Wud yez luk at it!” 


CHAPTER YV. 
ALI BABO,. 


An oasis in the great Sahara is certainly a sight to look upon. 

The contrast between that glittering and pitiless array of sand, and 
the green wavirg palms was extremely marked. 
_ As the oasis was directly in the path of the Chaise it was decided 
to visit it. 

Every moment now it drew nearer, It was an island of green in the 
waste, ; 

Its size was larger than the orlinary oasis and covered several 


‘Square miles. A broad path led into its shady recesses. 
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_ As the machine ran into this, the voyagers caught a glimpse of a 
glimmering pool in the shadows. | 

(i was an inviting spectacle, and not one but was tempted to dash 
into the water. 

Ail could now perceive with what madness of joy, the weary Sahara 
traveler, athirstgand fatigued, must gaze upon Lhe desert oasis. 

It must to him seem like new life and joy and gratification. A 
blessing indeed is the oasis in the Great Sahara, 

The Chaise rolled into the shady dell and the travelers threw them- 
selves down from the deck to get a drink from «cooling spring in a 
mossy bank. 

‘* Begorra, I'd loike a shwim mesilf in that pond,” declared Barney. 
“Shure it luks moighty invoitin’.” 

Others shared Burvey’s opinion. 
it literal. 

About the edge of the pool there were marks of camel's and horses’ 
feet, where larve caravans had driven into the water. 

For fully au hour did the party sojourn in the oasis, 

Then Frank cried: 

‘*Come, we must go on our way. Weshould reach Bikan by Fri- 
day. Eh, Dustin?” 

“Yes, I should think so,” replied the colonel. ‘‘If so, within forty- 
eight hours thereafter we should see the mysterious mirage,” 

This was really the object of interest in the minds of all. Everyone 
looked forward eagerly to reaching Bikan. 

All speed was put on after leaving the oasis, 

But suddenly a dark line came into view in the distance and direct- 
ly in the path of the Chaise. 

The travelers studied it with interest, Frank procured a strong 
glass and regarded it intently. 

‘** [t looks to me like a body of horsemen!” he said. 

‘* Let me see the glass!” said Col. Dustin. 

Frank gave him the glass. 

The colonel studied the distant line of horsemen. 
ly exclaimed with some excitement: 

‘*On my word! Itis lucky for us we are not afoot!” 

‘* Why?” asked Frank. ; 

‘* They are Bedouinsl” 

‘* Indeed!” 

This announcement created a marked impression upon all. The 


Still nobody attempted to make 


Then he sudden- 


Character of the Bedouins was known to them. 


He is really the pirate or lawless highwayman of the desert. 

What is worse, the luckless traveler who falls into their clutches 
rarely escapes with his life. A merciless and mercenary creature is 
the desert Arab. 

But our friends aboard the Electric Chaise. had little to fear. 

The Bedouins, however, were seen to be in great force, and were 
riding directly toward the Chaise. 

‘ 3 . looks to me as if we should have a collision with them,” said 
rank, 

‘* Yes,” affirmed the colonel, *‘ there is no doubt but that we will.” 

* All right,” said Frank grimly, ‘“‘I reckon it will be a bit the 
worse for them on the whole,” 1 

‘“‘T think it will too,” agreed the colonel. ‘ Certainly there is no 
reason why we should change our course,” 

The course of the Chaise therefore was not changed. 

It kept straight on, and go did the Bedgouins, 

A short while sufficed to bring them quite plainly to view. 

All were finely mounted and carried long lances. 

Picturesque looking fellows they were, but, as was well known, as 
incapable of being trusted as a rattlesnake. 

On they came ina flying cloud of dust. They had sighted the 
Chaise, and now surrounded it. 

It was evident that they regarded it as lawful prey, and reckoned 
that they had secured a rich prize. 

lt would have been easy enough for Frank to have put on all speed 
and run away from the Arabs, 

Bat he did not. 

The truth was he was interested in the desert dwellers, and was de- 
sirious of getting a good Jook at them. 

_ ‘the Bedouins, on the other hand, seemed to have the same purpose 
in view. 

They regarded the Chaise as a strange affair. 

Col. Dustin and Wilton were on the main deck. Frank had gone 
orward, i 

Suddenly one of the Bedouins rode forward brandishing his spear. 

He was a tall, powerfully built man, with long gray beard, being 
evidently the sheik of the tribe, 

: ‘“He looks a typical patriarch,” said Wilton. 
im!” 

‘* He is certainly a magnificent specimen of the desert native,” de- 
clared the colonel, ‘‘ but I’ll warrant he is one of the most blood- 
thirsty scoundrels alive!” 

‘‘ No doubt,” agreed Wilton, ‘ Ah, he has opened a parley!” 

The Chaise was running at a moderate speed over the sandy plain. 
The sheik’s horse easily kept pace. 

That dignitary himself had hailed Frank. | 

He speke in the Arabic. Frank did not understand this. Then he 
used the Turkish tongue, | , 

But. this was ambiguous, with its desert vernocular, and Frank tried 
the French. ) 

Unfortunately the sheik did not understand this. However, 
naled bis men and one of them rode forth. 

' This fellow apparently was the linguist of the tribe, 
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He spoke French fluently. 

‘* What is your pleasure, monsieurs?” he asked, ‘‘ The great sheik 
Ali Babo, wants to know what you do in the desert.” 

‘¢ We are going to Bikan,” replied Frank. 


“The land of the silver star!’ cried the interpreter. ‘* Oh, mon- 


sieurs, you are not making war upon our people?’ 


‘*By no means!” replied Frank, earnestly. ‘‘ We would much 
rather be friends with you.” 

‘* Friends, monsieur?” 

_ § Ayel” , 

The interpreter conveyed this announcement to Ali Babo. The 
sheik smote, his thigh with the palm of his hand, and at once replied: 

‘* No dog “of an unbeliever can cross the desert to Bikan without 
paying tribute to Ali Bubo!” 

This announcement was conveyed to Frank. 

The young inventor smiled, 

‘‘ Your sheik can never exact tribute from us!” he declared: 
are not to be trifled with. We travel well armed. 
ing!” 

Tae interpreter conveyed this reply to Ali Babo. 

It made the sheik very wroth. Time and again he smote his thigh, 
using high sounding words, 

Then he brandished his scimeter and rode once around the Chaise. 
This done, he paused to note the effect. 

It must have been aomewhbat to his discomfiture that he saw that it 
had no effect whatever upon the travelers. 

The Chaise kept on toward Bikan, and Frank’s face wore the same 
provoking smile. 

For a moment the sheik was undecided what to do. 
thorized his interpreter to say: 

‘“‘The Great Sheik demunds tribute or he will attack the invaders of 
the holy land of Mahomet.” 

ll-right!” retorted Frank. ‘‘ You will get the worst of it.” 

Shrieking with rage, the sheik rode away toward his men. 
he reached them a thrilling scene was enacted. 

Instantly every man drew his scimeter and the whole troop sprung 
forward. 

With their magnificent Arab steeds on the full gallop, they came 
down for the machine. | 

Had our travelers been in a less secure position, they might well 
have felt some trepidation. But as it was they were safe enough. 

Down came the cavalcaile at full swing. They made an imposing 
array in their barbaric costumes, 

**Golly!” cried Pomp, ‘tI done fink we bettah gib dem a lily bit of 
a volley!” 

‘* Begorra, that’s thrue, naygur! Phwere is me rifle?” 

“Nol” cried Frank, authoritatively, ‘‘that must not be! 
shoot one of them. There is no need of taking life!” 

‘‘IT can imagine how the soldiers of Napoleon must have felt when 
they were charged by the Mamelukes,” declared Col. Dustin. ‘‘ Cer- 
tainly these are a savage looking set.” 

‘¢ Very true,” agreed Wilton. ‘* But how quickly they would melt 
before our American repeaters.” 

‘‘They would be swept out of existence,” declared the colonel. 
** Yet they are wonderful men.” 

‘* The savage will never be able to cope with civilization in the 
matter of arms,” declared Wilton; ‘but given the same weapons they 
would be most deadly foes to meet.” 

‘Right you are!” agreed the colonel. 
battle with.” 

Frank was at the wheel now. 

He was not desirious of coming to close quarters witk the Bedouins. 
So he let out a loop. 

The Chaise could easily have run away from the horses. But Frank 
kept them on even terms for a ways. Yet he did not allow the Be- 
douins to get too near for safety. 

This had its effect. 

The Bedouins spurred their horses on madly, yelling and cursing in 
the Mohammedan way. 

But they might as wei! have spared themselves the trouble. 

They could not get to close quarters with the Chaise to save their 
lives, As a result their horses soon began to tire and the machine 
to draw away from them. 

. This infuriated them beyond measure. 
id. 
In a brief while the Bedouins were left behind in the race. 
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CHAPTER VI. ® 
A SERIOUS CALAMITY. 


THE Chaise now increased its speed. Col. Dustin and Wilton were 
delighted. ( 

‘* Ha, ha!” shouted tbe colonel, ‘‘it serves that blustering sheik 
right! Why, their horses are but a pinch of snuffin a gale of wind, 
compared with the Chaise.” 

‘*T wonder what that band of rascals think now?” cried Wilton. 

‘* Begorra, they can think phwat they plaze, but they kin niver 
catch us now!” cried Barney. 

“« Golly, dat am right,” averred Pomp. 

The Bedouins were every momert receding in the distance. 

They were now but a speck on the horizon, but for all this one pe- 
culiar fact was noted, 

They kept. - in pursuit, hanging in the rear. This fact was noted 


by all. 
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** They evidently intend to follow our trail,” said Frank, grimly. 

‘* They will have a long way to follow,” affirmed Wilton, “fam 
afraid that they will tire before they overtake us!” 

‘*T don’t know about that,” said Frank. ‘ Bikanis not such a 
tremendous distance away yet. Even when we get there, we are not 
out of the desert!” 

‘* Which is true!” affirmed the colonel, ‘‘ but if worst came to 
worst we could give them a fight!” 

‘“* Just a bit of a one!” laughed Wilton, ‘‘ imagine their trying to 
cope with the electric gua!” 

Everybody smiled at this, 
began to change a Ulfle. 

The migity even expanse of sand which extended for such a dis- 
tance became bordere: with a horizon of peculiar aspect. 

** What is thai?” cried Wilton, ‘ it looks like low lying clouds!” 

‘** But it is not,” replied the colonel. ‘*‘ We are coming to a hilly 
part of the desert.” 

‘* Hills!” ejaculated Wilton. 
parts as levei as a floor.” 

‘* By po means!” replied the colonel, ‘‘ on the contrary it is diversi- 
fied as much as any region in the world. There are hills and valleys, 
plains and rolling land in abundance.” : 

‘* But yet all one expanse of dreary, ynchanging sand!” 

‘* Certainly! The desert is the desert whether high or low land,” 

‘** Is not water apt to lay in some of the low places?” 

‘*To the contrary, water is almost invariably found on the high 
ground. This is a strange anomaly.” 

‘* Unlike any other country on the face of the earth.” 

** Certainly.” 

All these were matters of interest to the young reporter. 

He incerporated them all in his journal of the trip, intending to 
make use of them at some future day. 

Rapidly now the Chaise approached the hills, 

There was a dull huze in the atmosphere. It was like a film which 
seemed to permeate landscape and all, and to be every where, 

Suddenly Wilton gave a great cry. He pointed to the horizon and 
shouted: 

‘* Ah, Col. 
that?” 

The picture beheld was a most entrancing one, 

There, framed by the haze, was a view ofa fertile slope. There 
were beautiful fields, streams of water, waving palms and grasses, 

It was a vision sich as had of'en made delirious the desert wan- 
derer who had come athirst for many leagues, 

‘« ello!” exclaimed the colonel; ‘* that will do very well.” 

‘‘How is this, colonel?” cried the reporter. ‘* We must have 
reached the verge of the desert.” 

‘* No, I guess not.” 

“« No! Why, how do you explain that fertile tract of country? It 
is too large for an oasis. 

‘* Easy, my boy,” replied the colonel, calmly, ‘That is alla ~ 
snare and a delusion. There is no such country over there.” 

Slowly a comprehension of the truth dawned upon Wilton. He 
gave a little gasp and exclaimed: 

‘*By Jove! the mirage!” 

‘* Exactly,” cried the colonel, ‘‘ that is the seductive scene which 
has lured many a poor soul to his certain fate.” 

But—” exclaimed Wilton, ‘‘this is not the mirage we are looking 
for.” 

“By no means. The mysterious mirage depicts a city.” 

‘* Where then is the region depicted in this mira ag 

‘¢ You ask me too much, It may be in Bikan, \1t may be hundreds 
of miles away. Wonderful specimen of nature’s photography.” 

‘« Indeed you are right.” 

All watched the mirage with deepest interest. But aa they drew | 
near it gradually began ‘to fade. 

Into impalpable mist it went and they saw a rugged and wild range 
of hills before them, 

‘* Beyond those hills is Bikan,” remarked the colonel. 

‘* How shall we find a way through them?” asked Frank, 
have been here before, colonel?” 

** Indeed, yes!” replied the colonel. 
of rock overhangs a pass. Try it.” 

The Chaise ran rapidly toward the frowning points of rock. As the 
colonel had said, there was a pass between them. 

Into this the machine rolled. 

But it had gone but a short distance when there was a paces jar, a 
hissing and buzzing sound. 

The Chaise siood still. 

Frank came out of the engine-room. He looked pale and anxious. 

‘¢ What has happened, Frank?” asked the colonel. 

‘¢ We have met with an accident,” replied the young inventor. 

‘© An accident?” 

All looked alarmed. 

‘¢ Yea!” 

‘* What is its nature?” asked Wilton. 

‘‘ Well, to be brief about it!” said Frank, ‘the eatimane has 
broken down.” 

This was an appalling declaration. Dismayed cries went up. 

‘‘ Mercy!” exclaimed Wilton, ‘‘ that is a bad blow. How bad is the 
break?” i 

‘¢ Ig it beyond repair?” 

‘‘T cannot say yet,” replied Frank. ‘‘I must make a closer exe 
amination. But we will hope for the best.” 





But now the topography of the desert 


‘‘ Why I thought the desert was in all 


Dustin, your words are belied. What do you call 
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‘‘T think yonder rugged head 
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_ Chaise could not proceed further for the while. 
nk at once began to search for the break in the machinery. 


a ma" To the relief of every one, after an hour’s work, he declared that 


jt could be repaired, but that with the assistance of Barney and 
Pomp it would require some hours yet. 


_ However, all were inclined to rest content. Work was at once be- 
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Ps Dustin and Wilton were on deck. 
In the excitement of the day’s incidents the Bedouius had been 
uite forgotten. 
‘It will be remembered that the last seen of them they were track- 
the machine yet. 
‘hat was more natural, therefore, than for them to suddenly ap- 
“Pear upon the scene. 
They rode into the defile all of a sudden. 
‘* Thunder and guns,” gasped the colonel, leaping to his feet. 
Those fiends have overtaken us!” 
Wilton sent a cry of warning down into the engine-room. 
In a moment, Frank, with Barney and Pomp, came rushing up. A 


; . glance was quite enough. 


hi follow us thus?” 
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** Tare an’ ’ounds!” gasped the Celt, “ phwat will we do wid ’em?” 
** Did you ever!” exclaimed Frenk. ‘* Were they not persistent to 
«They are ugly customers,” warned the colonel. ‘* We had better 
ive them the start.” 
or will we,” muttered Frank. 

He saw, however, that the electric gun could not be used without 
Sy irhen the Chaise about, as it was in the bow. 

There was no way, therefore, bat to depend upon the repeating 
"rifles, These were quickly produced. 

The Bedouins indulged in very little ceremony, 
_ gtantly opened fire. 

This fired Col. Dustin’s blood. 


They almost in- 


His war spirit was aroused. 


~ _—* BR“ Give it to the black dogs!” he shouted, ‘* don’t spare one of them. 
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Extermitate the whole gang!” 
No further bidding was necessary. 
Barney and Pomp were already at work with their repeaters. The 


Up the defile came the shrieking Bedouins, 

Their charge was impetuous. 

If they reached the deck of the Chaise the result might be serious. 
This mast be avoided. 
So the repeaters were worked as rapidly as possible. 

Arabs went down like sheep. 

et they seemed game and bound to carry their point. But the 
_ “pass became literally blocked with their dead horses, and this as much 
as anything else caused them to come to a stop. 

Human courage could pot face such terrible fire and as a result 
_ they were compelled to hold back. 

They broke into a literal rout and were swept back down the pass. 

With wild cheers the defenders of the Chaise kept up the fire! 

** We’ve licked ’em!” cried Colonel Dustin, wildly, ‘‘ they are not in 
our class, I tell you!” 

‘‘] reckon they’ve had enough of the Electric Chaise,” said Wil- 
ton. | 
But Frank’s face still wore an anxious look and he said: 
**Don’t be too sure!” 
‘¢ Begorra, they’re formin’ agin!” cried Barney. 
This was true. 
But they did not come again to the attack for all this. There was 


The attack- 


another plan uppermost in their brains. 


What this was speedily became manifest. 


They disappeared of a sudden, leaving the pass entirely. Some 


_ time passed. 
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" phwat the black divils are up to.” 


While the desert travelers were wondering what this could mean, 
there came a sudden explanation, and in a most startling manner. 
“Howly Vargin!” suddenly screamed Barney. ‘*Wud yez see 


All looked in the direction indicated by Barney, and for a moment 
they were dumb with awful fear. 


CHAPTER VII. 
DEFEAT OF THE BEDOUINS. 


THE Bedouins hai adopted a new plan of action which seemed 
_ likely to give them the upper hand after all. 

Over the machine hung the heavy brows of the cliff. 
ee ncenly several of them had appeared upon this. Their fiendish 
_ intention was at once plain. 

This was in short to demolish the Chaise by rolling heavy bowlders 
down upon it. 

There were plenty of these upon the cliff weighing many tons. 
Should one of them crash down upon the machine it would wreck it 

Frank Reade, Jr., was the only one in the party with any power to 
thiok or act. 

He saw at once that something had got to be done. 

But what? 


‘A ; Ba 8 “« My soul!” finally gasped Col. Dustin, “ they have got the best of 


pot ‘Look out!” he shouted. 


‘or a moment it seemed go, 
> Dat a lucky circumstance saved the machine. A loud cry escaped 
uatin. 
** There comes the first one!” 


Over the verge of the cliffcame a mighty bowlder. It weighed 
tons, and seemed about to crush the Chaise to atoms. 
But by the luckiest chance in the world it missed the aim. 
It struck the ground not six feet from the machine. 
itself deep in the sand, but did no harm beyond. 
It was a close escape. 3 
A baffled yell went up from the Bedouins, 
almost in readiness to drop. 


It was at that critical moment that a recollection of an import. 
ant fact came to Frank Reade, Jr. 

The brakes to the Chaise were tightly set. It rested upon a lit- 
tle incline, and these held it. 

Frank remembered this. He saw at once that to release the 
brakes would be to allow the machine to run down the incline 
with its own momentum, 

This would be sufficient to carry it to the end of the pass, where 
it would be out of harm’s way. 

The moment this dawned upon Frank he muttered: 

** Saved!” 

Then he sprang to the brake valve and released them. 
the machine started backward down the pass. 

Just at that instant another huge bowlder fell. 

It struck exactly on the spot where the machine had stood. A 
more narrow escape could hardly be imagined. 

‘¢ Jericho!” gasped the colunel. ‘* That was a close call for us!” 

In a few seconds the Chaise was out of danger. 

The delight of our travelers can hardly be imagined or described 
in words. 


The Bedouins, baffled, yelled savagely and sent a shower of bul- 
lets after the Chaise. But these did not the least harm, 

Barney and Pomp answered the fire and not without effect, 
presently they joined Frank in renewing work on the machinery, 

Ali Babo’s men did not venture to get within rifle shot again. 

They hung about the pass out of range and content to yell their 
rage at a safe distance, 

Frank in the meanwhile made rapid work with the machinery. 
a very short while he had it all in working order again, 

‘¢ We're all right,” be shouted, ‘ let her go!” 

And away ran the machine up the pass. Before the Bedouins could 
et she was through the place and came out upon the level plain 
beyond. 

Now for Bikan,” cried the Colonel, 
twelve hours.” 

But darkness was at hand. However, the search-light enabled 
the machine to keep on. 

Also the moon soon hung high in the blue ether. 
looked more desolate than by moonlight. 

But the Chaise kept on at a swift rate. 

Nothing more was seen of the Bedouins. 
rise all were on deck. 

Col. Dustin pointed out a distant line of buildings of stone, which 
seemed to spring literally out of the sands of the desert, and cried: 

‘¢ That is Bikan!” 

Of course, all were interested, The little desert town was a strange 
affair. 


Back of it were a few miles of fertile plains, where the inhabitants 
carried on agriculture in a rude fashion. 

Back of this was the undulating country to the wilds of Central 
Africa, where the Ethiopian held sway. ~ 

he southern verge of the Sahara was reached. There were along 
its border innumerable towns and cities. 

Hundreds of tribes and factions dwelt here. 

They were ever at war upon each other, and each little city was 
walled in and a fortress by itself, 

This was the case with Bikan. 

Bat the colonel explained that the Bikan race were more friendly 
with Europeans than any other, 

‘* They will receive us well,” he declared, ‘‘ especially if they think 
we have come to see the mirage,” 

‘* That then is the chief object of interest here?” asked Frank. 

‘¢ It is!” 

‘*‘ Where do we go to see it?” 

‘©To the Rukan Valley about three miles from here!” 

* Why not go there at once?” 

‘Of course we could. But I thought it would be better to treat 
with the Bikan people first!” 

‘‘ As you please. You are more familiar with the people and their 
customs than I.” 

‘¢ Well, I think it would be better to treat with them.” 

“ All right!” 

As the Chaise approached the little walled city of Bikan there was | 
seen to be a great stir. 

The people all rushed upon the walls and the gates were closed. 
lt was evident that they distrusted the newcomer, 

‘* They don’t know us!” declared the colonel. ‘* We'll give them a 
view of the American flag!” 

-This was done, 

The Stars and Stripes were run up on the mast over the pilot- 
house, This had the desired effect, 

The appearance of hostility ceased, the city gates flew open and a 
great crowd of curious people flocked out. 

The Bikan natives were not unlike the Moslems of other parts of 

the desert. 
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They wore tunics, girdles and turbans, and carried keen scimeters. 
‘They were a swarthy-skinned, powerfui-built race of people. 
_ But of all the South Sahara tribes accoruing to Colonel Dustin they 
were the most peaceable. 
___ They were friendly to all foreigners, and it was here that the colo- 
nel had spent so much time in former years, 
So there was no hesitation in running the machine directly up to 
¥ city gates. 

number of the dignitaries of the town greeted the colonel famil- 
arly in the Morocco tongue which Dustin understood well. 
Then Frank and the others were introduced to Hyder Ben Ali and 
DP ifastepha Hassan, the leaders of the town. They were quite agreea- 
z le Arabs, and bade the whole party welcome to the town. 

The machine passed through the gates, and now the people crowd- 
Sea closer about exchanging salutes with the new-comers. 
 Asort of public fete was held in their honor, and when it became 
_ known that they had come for the purpose of discovering the secret 
city of the mysterious mirage there was some excitement. 

Hyder Ben Ali promised all the aid in his power, but took occasion 
O say: 

“ There is danger in visiting the Rukan Valley now, Effendil” 

‘* How is that?” asked the colonel. 

‘* The warlike Sheik Ali Babo has a large force encamped there. 
| He is mustering all the smaller tribes he can fiud to make an attack 
ih upon us.” 

_ ‘Ali Babo!” exclaimed the colonel. ‘ Why, we had a little ruction 
- with him on our way here.” ; 

_ The Bikan ruler was surprised. 

__ * Doubtless he was ovt scouring the country for reinforcements,” 
hesaid. ‘He is a traitorous dog!” 

. — he meditates an attack upon this city?’ asked the colonel. 

oe es.” 

‘*For what purpose?” 
**For plunder and rapine. Our people are peaceful and industri- 
ous. The sons of the desert live by plunder. But we shall resist 
‘ to the last. * ; 
_ **Of course you will, and we stall help you.” 
The colonel conveyed this information to Frank Reade, se whose 
brow darkened. 
_ ‘So that is the purpose of Ali Babo, ” he said. ‘We will see 
- about it. I hardly believe he will go very far ia his nefarious 
. scheme.” 

So Hyder Ben Ali was astonished when the colonel announced the 

_ intention of proceeding the next morning to the Rukan Valley. 

_ However, the Bikan people were gume, and decided to accompany 
their American allies, though, to tell the truth, they were not a little 
| apprehensive as to the result. 

They did not know then the power of the electric gun, or the offen- 
- sive and defensive resources of the Chaise. 

Promptly on time the next morning the party set forth. 

Fully six hundred of the Bikan people, armed in a primitive 
fashion, set forth with the machine. 
. The Rukan Valley was in fact but a slight depression in the bed of 
the desert. 
_ There was a small oasis here, and about this the forces of Ali 
_ Babo were encampei, 
The Americans came in 
They m 
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ay sight of the array of Arab tents spread 

upon the sands. ab really quite an imposing appear- 

ace. 

Bi E ‘ Well,” said Frank Reade, Jr., as he regarded the scene, *‘ there 

Br is quite an army of them, is there not?” 
‘‘Tndeed yes,” declared the cslonel. 

Sy electric gun I should be afraid of them.” 

Indeed! Don’t you think the Bikan people would fight?” 
_ Yes, but they would be as a handfal of chaff to these people. 


he They are great fighters, I tell you.” 


‘If it were not for the 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
A STRANGE LAND. 


‘¢ Weu,” said Frank, drawing a deep breath, “ we will give them 
some fighting before we get through with them ” 
- **T hope so,” cried the colonel. ‘‘ Ah, they bave seen us!” 
There was seen Lo be much commotion in the camp of the Arabs be- 


my 


} 
- low 
They had evidently spotted their foes, and routinet the necessity of 
at once preparing for a defense, 
_ They began to strike their tents, and a great body of horsemen rode 
out in front of the camp. 
Hyder Ben Ali bad marshalled his men upon the slope. It was a 
ition. 
Frank ran the Chaise a trifle in advance, and to a point from whence 
‘a good shot could be had at the foes, 
; Then he trained the gun. 
The Arabs did.not seem disposed to act upon the defensive: 
Bt ae was offensive, 
: When it became plain that they really intended to attack the 
q a _pewcomers, Frank advised Hyder Ben Ali to hole his men in check. 
be ‘‘It ig better to await their attack,” he said. ‘* We shall be surer 
of defeating them.” 
RM? “As you will, master,” 
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left to attack and flank the Bikans. 
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They split into three large detachments, Que went to the right and | 






The third and largest attacked the Chaise in front, 

On they came up the slope in full career. 

Frank was at the electric gun, 

The time had come to act. 

He knew this well. 

Nor did he lose time, 

Quick as a flash he whirled the gun upon its rivot, and sent a shot 
hurtling to the right. 

It struck the ground full in the face of the flanking detachment. 

The effect was tbriiling. 

: f literal mound of sand was rajsed in front of the astonished ay 
rabs. ‘i 
There was an earthquake-like roar, a tremendous cloud of sand and i 

dust rose high 1n air. 

able, 

The entire troop was brought almost to a complete rout. It was for a 

them an unlooked-for intervention. yr 
But Frank lost no time. | 












The horses of the Arabs became unmanage- 















Quick as a flash he wheeled the gun to tke left, and repeated the A 

shot in the same manner in front of the left detachment. 1" iat 
It brought them toa halt. Then Frank sighted the gun for the on- 

coming hos* in front, 

In the front rank rode Ali Babo, 

ing Arabs Frank sent the bomb, 

The effect was terrific. 

Whole lines were mowed down by the fearful kiaaniv’ as if witha 

scythe. And shot after shot followed. | 

Human blood and brawn could stand nothing like that. 

The deadly dynamite would have exterminated the whole amy of 

Arabs had they not broken and fled. 

The battle was ended almost as soon as it began. 

ing to the terrific power of the electric gun. 

‘Words can hardly describe the amazement of the Bicanites at this 

result. 

They could hardly believe it. 

To see their old foes dispersed in so swift and summary a manner 

was completely beyond their comprehension. They could not but re- 

gard the deadly dynamite gun with amazement mingled with awe, 

The Arabs were in full retreat, but Frank followed up his advant- 

age by sending a few more shote after them. 

Hyder Ben Ali rode up to the Chaise to express his sincere amaze- 

ment at the result. 

But Frank only smiled grimly and said: 

‘ ‘Tt was only what they richly deservec. 
rels.” 


Straight into the horde of charg- 
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They are a set of scoun- 


The Rukan Valley was cleared of the rascals, however, which was 
at least a source of congratulation. 

The party could now ‘continue their quest for the secret city. But 
first it was necessary to wait for the mirage, 

” The conditions are favorable for its appearance within a day or 
two,” declared Col. Dustin, ‘**in fact I know no reason why it might 
nol appear to-day.” 

The most favorable point in the valley from which to view the Mire . 
age was selected and here the party remained in waiting. 

The day came on intensely hot. There was just the necessary haze 
in the atmosphere. 

It was a little past high noon when the singular freak of Nature 
displayed itself. 

It was indeed a wonderful spectacle. 
seen a mirage equa) to il. 

Every detail was as life-like and prominent as if viewed in reality. 
For over an hour the mirage remained in full view. Then it slowly 
faded away. 

During this time the travelers watched it with interest. 

While stud ying the mirage Frank Reade, Jr., spoke never a word, 
But after it had vanished Colonel Dustin approached, and said: 

‘© Well, Frank, what do you think of it?” 

“A very wonderful manifestation.” 

*¢Ts it not?” 


None in thi, party had ever 





« Yes!” i 
“¢ Can you form any opinion as to the possible location of the secret > at 

city?” a 
Frank slowly inclined his head, 4 
‘¢ ] think so,” he said, ‘* it is somewhere to the south of us!” | 7 
“ Ah!” exclaimed the colonel, with interest. ‘* Upon what do you " 

base your calculations?” d 


‘¢ Well,” suid Frank, seriously, ‘* did you notice a flag on one of the 
buildings? Well, that flag has given me the cue, If it was fanned by . 
& southwest wind, which is the direction of the wind here, allowing 
that we do not get a transposed view of the city, it will be found in a 
spot due south from here!” 

The colonel was astonished. 

To attempt the location of the city by any such method as this had 
never occurred to him. 

Nor could he quite see through it until Frank with a point of a 
stick drew a diagram in the sand. 

Then he cried: 

“On my word Frank, you are right. The city is te the souta of 


“ I believe it.” 
‘Then we ought to go thither.” 
** We will start at once.” 
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When this announcement was made to Hyder Ben Ali and the 
Bikanites they expressed their regrets. 

But at the same time extended their best wishes for the success 
of the undertaking. 

No time wus lost. 

The Chaise was at once headed due south. 
speed it soon left the Rukan Valley far behind. 

The travelers were upon the tip-toe of expectancy. 

The horizon was constantly scanned as if they expected the secret 


At a very rapid 


City to at any time burst into view. 


But it was decreed that they, were to experience many thrilling 
adventures before thus being rewarded. 

The country now began to undergo a very rapid change. 

. The desert grew less and less evident. Vegetation began to show 
itself in stunted quantities. 

Steadily the verge of the desert was passed, 

But yet all was a wilderness. 

This section between Bikan and Rukan was wholly devoid of set- 
tlement. 

For two days the Chaise kept on its southward way. 

Then they came into a land of waving palms, dense jungles, cool- 
ing streams, and far in the distance great mountain chains were 
geen. 

‘There is the region which no white man has ever dared pene- 
trate,” declared the colonel, 

‘* Indeed!” exclaimed Frank. ‘‘ And why not?” 

‘‘Ah, it is a region replete with deadly perils. 
go there and return alive. 
thither.” 

** Then it vis practically unexplored.” 

** Just so.” 

**That settles it then!” 

‘ What?” 

‘* That is where you will find our secret city of the mysterious 
mirage. Take my word for it.” 

‘* | believe you are right. Certainly every other quarter has been 
searched.” 


No man could 
Even these Arab tribeg never venture 


‘* As yet I see no reason why this region could not have been safe- |. 


ly explored.” 

Oh, I dare say we are not yet deep enough into it, but with the 
Electric Chaise we are doubtless safe enough, anyway.” 

Frank decided to hold a course for the distant mountain chain. 

He had a conviction that the secret city was beyond this. 

It might be a premise, but yet he clung toit. So the Chaise kept 
on for the mountains, 

High and bold crowned they were, with heavily wooded slopes. It 
was not an inviting region to enter. 

It became evident, however, very soon, that they were encroaching 


- upon the tropics. 


Suddenly, as the Chaise was crossing a grassy plain, a terrific roar 
was heard, and from a jangle near a monster lion sprung out. 

He was plainly in an aggressive spirit, lashing his tail and roaring 
fiercely. He glared at the Chaise as if inclined to make that the ob- 
ject of tis fury. 

** By Jove!” exclaimed Dustin, ‘*I never saw the equal of him in 
my life. Is he not a monster?” 

Truly, he was the largest specimen of the king of beasts that any in 
the party had ever seen. 

Had they been afoot or even on horse, they might well have trem- 
bled for safety. 

But aboard the Chaise all seemed to feel quite secure. 

Though the Chaise was obliged to proceed slowly on account of the 
density of the. grass. 

While the party were watching the lion he was suddenly seen to un- 
dergo a change of aspect. 

With a bound he crossed the intervening distance. 

‘* Look out!” shouted Wilton, ‘‘he’s coming aboard of us.” 


ea et 


CHAPTER IX. 
THE SECRET CITY. 


Turis was beyond doubt. 

Leo had chosen to vent his rage and spite upon the Chaise. Either 
he took it for some huge monster challenging him or he had seen 
some one of the party at the windows. 

For all had quit the deck. 

At first sight they had taken this precaution. It was the wisest 
ard best thing to do. 

Indeed, it was lacky that no one was on deck at that moment. 

For the lion had come like a flying vulture over the rail and onto 
the deck. 

He dashed at the pilot-house furiously. He struck the barred 
window stunning blows with his paws. 

But of course this did no harm for the window bars were too strong 
for him to break, 

But the inmates of the pilot-house instinctively recoiled with ter- 
ror though they were safe enough. 

i Barney and Pomp secured their repeaters, and were for shooting 
im, 

But the trouble was great to get a good range, 

The lion in the meanwhile worked himself into a greater fury. 

It was possible that he might have done some serious harm had 


it not been for his suddenly getting in range. 


This was at the extreme end of the deck. 
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Barney. and Pump instantly opened fire. af hy 
Every bullet struck the mark, but it was not until after they had 


fired s1X consecutive shots tbat a vilal part was reached. 


The question was then quickly settled, and a dead. lion lay on 7 


the deck of the Chaise, 

The danger now being over, all ventured out on deck. 

The dead king of the jungle was viewed with varied sensations. — 
He was truly a monster. 

The Chaise had come to a halt, and the question now arose as to 
wha: it was best to do with the monster. 
** Take off his skin,” said the colonel, ‘‘ the rest of him will coal 

good food for the hyeuas.” 
Accordingly this was done, 


Then the carcass was thrown over the rail. The Chaise went onits — 


way. 
Beyond the grassy plain they now came to some open woods. It 
was easy for the machine to thread its way through these. 


‘Troops of monkeys ran chattering through the branches, Jackdaws _ 
screeched at the newcomers, and a huge serpent hung from a branch 


and made a blow at the machine as it passed. 
They now entered the wildest and strangest land they had ever 
seen. 


There was no longer any doubt but that they were in an unexplored \ 


part of the world. 

‘¢ Certainly,” said Frank, ‘‘ no white man ever penetrated these 
wilds | before. Even the birds and beasts are unacquainted with 
man.’ 

This, indeed, seemed so. But beyond the forest they now came 
upon what looked like a miniature Hades, — 

There were conglomerate masses of rock in all shapes, and repre- 

senting all sorts of outlandish forms. 

There were what looked like the fossil remains of Megothermins and 
immense sourians of a past age, 

‘*Mercy on us!” cried the colonel. ‘‘ What are we coming to? What 
a field this would be for a scientist?” 

‘Indeed, yes!” agreed Wilton, ‘‘there is no other place on earth 
like it in my belief.” 

‘*In truth I believe you are right, declared Frank. ‘*Some Smith- 
roe Professor would give a year’s salary to delve among these re- 
mains.’ 

** All that fis left of a past epoch,” declared the colonel. ‘‘ What 
monsters must have inhabited the earth in those days.” 

‘*You are right,” agreed Wilton, ‘“‘how strange though that we 
find no trace of human remaius.” 

y ‘*Don’t be so sure uf that,” said Frank, ‘‘they are undoubtedly 
ere.” | 

**Do you believe it?” 

‘* Begorra, there’s wan now!” cried Barney. 

Instantly the Chaise came to a halt. An astounding spectacle was 
revealed to the travelers. 

Here was a high bank of what had once been marl, but solidified 
into a species of sandstone. 

And there, distinctly outlined in that, were the skeletons of two. 
men in a wrestling attitude, 

They were imbedded in the bank, where they had doubtless been 
for thousands of years. 

The story of their death strife would never be known. 
had died together. 

Euch had his hand at the throat of the other. 
had probably fought until death overtook them. 

Doubtless they had sunk into the clayey bank, and this had pre- 
served and fossilized the bones. 

But the remarkable thing was their sized 

By actual measurement each skeleton was fourteen feet in length. 
; ge Nig for shrinkage, in life these men must have been fifteen 
eet t 

“ Whew!” exclaimed Wilton, in sheer amazement, ‘‘ what a race of 
giants they must have been!” 

‘* Giants, indeed!’ cried the colonel. 
size of our largest giants of to-day.” 

Al this moment acry from Pomp attracted general attention. 

‘Lhe darky had discovered a curiosity for a fact. 

This was an immense stone ax. None in the party could more than 
lift it from the ground. 

‘When you bear in mind,” said the colonel, ‘that they doubtless — 
wore axes like that at their girdles, you can realize what an irsignifi- 
cant effeminate race we are. 

** Due to civilization,” said Wilton. 

** As you will.” 

‘¢ Yet,” said Frank, ‘‘ would you not prefer our civilization and ad- 
vantages to their barbarous life and strength?” 

Nobody was ready to auswer this question. In fact it had been pro- 
pounded rather suddenly. 

a all were intensely interested in his lordship of the barbaric 


But they 


In this manner they 


‘“‘ Why, they were twice the 


His battle ax all would have liked to preserve, but it was so ins 


tensely heavy that this was not deemed practicable. 

So the Chaise continued on its way deeper into this strangest of all 
strange lands. 

And such it was. 

At every side new wonders were discovered. 
no end to then, 

‘‘ IT verily believe we are on our way to the secret city,” declared — 
* the colonel. ‘‘ This is a fit preparation for it.” 


In fact, there seemed — 
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Pe ‘* Only the secret city teems with life, while this seems to be the 
_ region of death,” said Frank. 
: ** That is very true, but I look for a change before long.” 
And the colonel’s prediction was suddenly verified. 
A change did come. 
Out of the fossilized tract they passed and into one which was a 
literal representation of a typical Eden. 
The lush grasses, waving palms, shimmering lakes, and blue hazy 
hills, with the balmy air, made an entrancing combination. | 
The travels were spellbound, 
© Oh my word,” cried Wilton, ‘ if I did not know better, [ should 
say I wae in Eden.” 
** Tt certainly could not have been a more lovely spot,” declared 
the colonel. 
The travelers gazed upon tke scene spellbound for a time. 
Then the Chaise went on through this maze of natural beauty. 
‘Suddenly Frank Reade, Jr., gave a great cry. aes all eyes 
were upon him. 
‘¢ What is it, Frank?” cried the colonel. 
The young ‘inventor pointed to a distant range of hills over which 
hung a purplish haze. 
*« As [ live!” he cried, ‘‘ those look extremely natural.” 
** What do you mean?” 
“* Why—look sharp! Have you never seen them before?” 
The colonel gave a start, aud a great wave of comprebension swept 
over him. 
‘* You are right!” he cried. 
mirage.” 
* oe are right!” cried Frank. 
secret city!” 

This announcement created a most intense sensation. 
Instantly all became excitement aboard the Chaise. 
certainty that the goal of the expedition was near at hand. 

‘«In that event, * cried the colonel, ‘‘ the secret. city 18 just = 
that range of bills!” 

‘*For a fact!” 

‘* How shall we get there?” 

‘We must find a pass. That ought not to be difficult.” 

‘“‘By no means. What is yonder cleft? It looks like a pass.” 

‘« We will try it.” 

The Chaise was sent toward the distant cleft in the azure hills. Be- 
fore it was reuched it was seen to be a pass. 

Beyond this they all felt sure they would find the secret city. 

It was a momeut of deepest suspense and excitement. 

Steadily the Chaise drew nearer the pass. 
: The entrance Lo the pass was veritably like that to Hades. Words 
. ¢an hardly picture it. 

High cliffs rose to stapendous heights upon either side. 

There were dark and ghoulish depths, immense yawning caverns, 
and dizzy spurs on the mountain wall. 

Even mystery and intangibility hung in the atmosphere. The sen- 
gations of the travelers were of the strangest anu past description. 

It was ail like entering a land of romance, a country of genie like 
that described in story Looks. 

Through the deep pass the Chaise wended its way. 

Suddenly it emerged at the further extremity. A literal new world 
opened to the travelers. 

They beheld a wondrous valley miles in extent, and deep in its heart 
there was nestled the wonderful city of the mirage. 

Fortune was with them. At last, evercoming all obstacles, they had 
found the long sought city. 


‘* Those are the hills of the mysterious 


‘* And they are just back of the 


It seemed a 


CHAPTER X., ~ 
THE HABANITES. 


Ir would be impossible to describe the sensations of our travelers, 
as they gazed down upon the secret city. 
They were for a time held speechless and amazed. 
Tt was all like a strange dream. Here was a city which looked like 
nothing more than the city of fable and old-time romance. 
Here were people who Knew nothing of the world beyond their fer- 
tile valley. 
Nor cared less. 
It was a literal Utopia out of the world’s beaten paths, out of the 
way of sordid enterprise and grasping civilization, 
Here was the ideal life, the ideal people. Why was it not the great- 
est of earth’s wonders? 
It was a long while before any iu the party ventured to speak. 
Then the colonel said: 
** T have gained the greatest end of my life!” 
“© We owe it all to Mr. Reade,” said Wilton, 
‘* That we do.” 
‘“*No, do not say that,” said Frank, modestly. 
have known of the mirage but for you, gentlemen.” 
“But if you had not invented the Electric Chaise we would never 
have got here,” insisted the colonel. 
Bat the question which now interested all was os to whether the 
people of the secret city were of a warlike or peaceable spirit. 
**[ don’t know how they will accept this visit,” said Franks; ‘ bat I 
hope we can make frienda with them.” 
*¢ How curious that they have been always contented to dwell here 


**T should never 


“Why?” asked the colonel. 
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side world,” said the scribe. 
“ Pshaw! You don't appreciate their idea.” 
‘* Why not?” 


ue Simply this: They are an ideal people. They have all the com-_ 
I fancy heaven is some — 


forts and joys of life in this earthly Utopia. 
such place.” 
** Weill,” said Wilton, drawing a deep breath, 


don’t believe I am cut out for a saint anyway.” 

This created a laugh. 

But it was decided to descend into the secret dite: 

There were plenty of signs of life there. Flags were flying and the 
distant murmur and roar came up on the breeze, 

Bui just us the Chaise moved forward, there was a rustling in the 
jungle near and a horse and rider came forth. 
ae rider was immediately the cynosure of all eyes on board the 

aise. 

‘* Jericho!” exclaimed Colonel Dustin, and then could say no more. 

The desert travelers saw, seated upon the horse, a man of com- 
manding presence, powerful frame and light complexion, light to ex- 
treme fairness, 

‘His yellow hair hung down over his shoulders in a cloud, and his 
beard hung low upon his brest. 

His features were regular and handsome, 
whose counterpart was not to be found on earth. 


It was evidently that from the beginning of time his people had in- | 


termingled with no other. 


Pure bred he certainly was, and it could be seen easily what an ad- 


vantage this was. 
For instance the American is a conglomeration of other races, 
There may be French, Irish, German and Euglish blood all blended 
in his veins. 
But not su with the people of the secret city. 


For a moment the horseman regarded the Chaise, but not with any . 


apparent surprise. | 

There was a benignant light in his eyes and a gently, kind expres- 
sion upon his face, 

For a moment nv word of salute was exchanged. 

Then the colonel said: 

‘* Speak to him, somebody!” 

All eyes turned upon Frank. 

The young inventor went to the rail and said in English: 

‘‘L am pleased to meet you.” 


The fair dweller of the secret valley replied in a wonderfully melo- ~ 


dious voice. 

But his words were unintelligible to Frank. 

To the surprise of all Wilton stepped forward eagerly and said: 

“On my word, I believe 1 can talk with him!” 

6 og gasped the colonel. 

és 

The young reporter stepped to the rail and addressed the fair stran- 
ger. The latter’s face lit up, 

They exchanged several remarks, 

All this was most amazing to the others. 

‘‘Great guns!” exclaimed the colonel. ‘‘ What isthe meaning of 
this? Where did you learn his language, Wilton?’ 

‘*Why,” said the scribe readily, ‘‘that is simple enough. When I 
was in college I made a great study of dead languages. I have won 
many prizes in Greek——” 

‘Greek! Why I can talk Greek; but that is not his tongue.” 

‘*] admit that, " replied Wilton, “ bat he talks the Hebrew tongue 
almost as I learned it.” 

‘* Hebrew?” 

6s Yes.” 

‘¢ Then—then he is an Israelite!” 

‘No, Ido not think so. I do not think this is a branch of the ceg- 
ular Israeli: e tribe, though it is undoubtedly a pure Hebrew nation. 
Tne Israelites were much mixed with the Egyptians and other tribes, 
you know.” 

** Then——” 

‘‘ I believe we have discovered a Hebrew race, pure bred and out- 
dating the history of Israel. They have dwelt in these valleys prob- 
ably since creation and have never been beyond there.” 

It was an amazing premise. 

More food for thought could tiardly be found. Surely such a discovery 
was remarkable in ‘the extreme, 

‘* God’s chosen people,” exclaimed Frank, ‘‘so we may imagine how 
the people of Israel looked in the days of Moses.” 

‘: Exactly,” declared Wilton. ‘“ We are apt to consider the Hebrew, 
the Israelite and the Jewas all one race, dark-skinned, coarse- 
featured ane enemies of Christ. But the original Hebrew was nothing 
of the sort. Before he became alloyed in dark blood with the black- 
skinned Egyptians I imagine he was the same as these people.” 

‘¢ Then we have discovered the only pure bred race of people on the 
face of the earth?” cried Frank. 

‘* Unless we except the Ethiopian who is, however, more or. less al- 
loyed in blood for all thet.” 

It was a wonderful thing to reflect upon. 

Wilton continued to talk with the Hebrew who gave his name as 
Jashuan, 

He said that the travelers were the first visitors to the valleys in 


many hundreds of years according 10 the records, 
While his people knew of the existence of other peoples beyond the 


\ 


‘*T should think they would want io learn meeee of the out- 


‘they may. like.it, . 
but I am not sure that I should hate to give up New York life for it. I. 


In fact he was of a race | 
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mountains which environed them, they rever sought their acquaint- 
ance or made explorations. 

If any of their youug men had gone into the outer world they had 
never returred. © 

Neither did they desire or seek intercourse with the world beyond. 
They worshiped one God, and lived in his glory. 

While visitors to the valley would not be rudely dealt with, or even 
forbidden @ visit to the city, they would not be encouraged to make 
a stay there, 

The people of Habana, as the Hebrew called them, lived there, They 
cared nothing for the world beyond. 

The travelers it need scarcely be said were interested. 

Here wag a race of people almost perfect in Christian fuith in prac- 
They were almost without sin. 

“ Gracious!” exclaimed the colonel, ‘it makes me almost wish I 
was one of them!” 

** Bejabers, I’m aftber thinkin’ not,” said Barney. 

**And why?” asked Dustin. 


‘* Begorra, I cud niver injy mesilf bein’ so good as that. Shure it’s 


_ being too good altogether.” 


There was a general laugh at this, but tn the meanwhile Wilton had 
been holding parley with Jashuan, the Hahanite, again. 

The result, was that an invitation was extended the travelers to go 
down into the city. 

s SeCOENnRIY the Electric Chaise moved forwaril slowly down the 
slope. 

Jashuan rode on ahead. 

The city of the Habanites was marvelously like the ancient Jeru- 
salem, It was surrounded by a high wall and there were wide gates, 

There were temples and market places, as in the Scriptural city of 
But the Habanites were all a quiet and gentle people, 

No word of quarre] or blasphemy was to be heard, and every man 
was polite to his neighbor. 

The desert travelers actually felt abashed in such company, and the 
colonel remarked; 

*« TI never knew that I was such a black sheep before, Why the con- 
trast appallis me. 

‘* What a lot of lambs these people would be for the wolves of the 
desert if they should get in here,” said Frank. 

** You are right,” agreed the colonel. ‘ Ali Babo and his men, for 
instance.” 

*“*It would bea terrible massacre. But surely God would never 
permit such an outrage, for in a measure, I believe these people are 
His chosen.” 

The Chaise now drew near to the city gates. 

The Habanites were somewhat curious at sight of the newcomers, 
but did not evince unmannerly surprise nor gather in crowds. 

But from the temple came the governor of the city and the high 
priests to meet the visitors. 

_ the city gates the meeting occurred. It was a memorable occa- 
8 on. 

Wilton was the interpreter. 

The travelers told of the mirage—of their journey thither—of the 
world from which they came, 

All this seemed to interest the aged priests very much. But they 
were more interested in the Chale, 





CHAPTER XI. 
ALI: BABO’S TRAP, 


Franx showed them over the Chaise, and tried to explain the ele- 
ment of electricity to them. 

But the Hatanites were hardly able to understand this. It remained 
to them a mystery. 

Then the travelers were taken through the city in parade by the 
governor and his council. 

They were shown through the temples and the high places, and it 
was to them like being taken back to old Scriptural days. 

‘* J declare,” exclaimed the colonel, ‘I really helleve I am dream- 
ing. I can hardly credit my senses!” 

**Tt is not an experience that many can say they have had,” de- 
clared Frank. 

‘You are right!” ; 

It is needless to say that the tour through the city was a highly in- 
teresting one. 

The impressions received were never fdrgotten by our adventurers 

Three days were spent in the gentle society of the Habanites, 

‘ Then Frank announced his intention of makivg a return to the 
esert. 

‘* We have accomplished our. purpose,” he said. ‘' We have dis- 
oon the secret city of the mysterious mirage. What else can we 
do 

‘* That is true,” agreed the colonel, ‘ there is no object in staying 
longer that I can see. I for one am perfectly willing to make the re- 
turn.” 

The others voiced the same sentiments. 

So the intention was disclosed to the Habanites. Whereupon the 
governor made each one a gift, 

This was returned in kind and then leave was taken of the city of 
the mirage. 

Up the long slopes the Chaise made its way. 


When at the highest 
point all tarned anu looked back. 


ae? ae city looked like a dream nestling down there between the azure 
3. 
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‘That is a scene which I shall never forget,” said the colonel, 
‘* truly it surpasses everything I ever saw. 
dream!” 

Then the Chaise passed out through the defile. 

Not much was said until they were well into the scrange land bor- 
dering the Habanite valley. 

Then the colonel made aremark. . 

‘*1t would be an awful pity for some of these savage tribes to find 
that valley.” ; 

** Yes!” agreed Frank. ‘ You are right there, colonel!” 

‘‘1t would mean the pillaging of the beautiful city,” said Wilton. 

‘* What a horrible thing!” 

** Indeed!” 

The colonel clenched his hands and said: 

‘* While their existence is something a little beyond me and which 
I cannot altogether understand or appreciate and while I do not think 
their methods could or should ever be adopted by the world at large, 
I should hate to think of their coming ivto contact with the hard 
world ouiside,” 

‘¢ Yet some day there is no doubt but that they will.” 

‘‘That is right,” agreed Wilton, ‘‘ and it is not ultogether these 
tribes of the desert you need fear.” 

‘* Ah!” 

‘‘There is England, France or Germany, whose methods in every 
part of the world are unscrupulous. You would see their soldiers in 
those sacred temples of this perfect Hebrew race before you could say 
Jack Robinson, It would then become an English, French or Ger- 
man colony or protectorate,” 


‘‘ Which would bea pity, a shame to civilization, for it,” said the ; 


colonel. ‘* Now I have a proposition to make,” 

‘* What is it?” 

‘* After leaving the Sahara we will pledge ourselves never to give 
to anybody the route to the mirage city, nor even to commit ourselves 
in any way that will lead to the place ever being visited again. What 
say you?” 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

But this point had hardly been settled when Barney ape to his 
feet with a cry of pain. 

‘¢ Ouch, murther!” he cried. ‘Shure, it’s shot I am!” 

Blood was running down his face. In an instant all was the most 
intense alarm. | 

But it required only a brief examination to show that the wound 
was simply a flesh wound. 

The bullet had jast grazed the cheek, nothing more, 

But others followed it. All were glad to seek refuge in the cabin. 

«* Great Scott!” cried the colonel. ‘* What the deuce does that 
mean? Who has attacked us?” 

Thus far the attacking party had not showed themselves. 
Pomp gave a great shout, 

‘* Golly! I see dem!” he cried. ‘* Deyam de Arabs fo’ suah!” 

The Arabs! Consternation at once succeeded. 

It required but a few moments to settle this as a fact. Ali Babo’s 
‘men were secreted in a copse near, 

The Arabs had tracked the Chaise all the way from the desert. But 
it was not of their own personal danger that the party instinctively 
thought. 

‘‘ By Jupiter!” cried she colonel, ‘‘suppose they find the secret 
city? What a close call.” 

Stern glances were exchanged. 

«« They must be driven back even if—we have to annihilate the 
whole of them.” 

The Bedouins had adopted a new method of warfare, 

They evidently realized the folly and hopelessness of a direct and 
open attack. 

Bush fighting became the order. 
a fire on the Chaise. 

They were enabled to do this for the fact that the machine could 
not proceed with all speed owing to the character of the ground. 

Bat even if it could have done so, it would not huve been Frank’s 
intention. 

His purpose was to settle matters with Ali Babo then and there. 

This be proceeded to do. 

Wherever one of the Arabs became visible, he was greeted witha 
rifle shot, and thus the contest went on. 

Frank noted one fact. 

‘‘[ declare,” he cried, ‘their numbers have been augmented. 
They are in much larger force.” 

‘* You're right,” agreed the colonel. ‘* Probably Ali Babo has 
scoured the desert to ud all he could!” 

Frank laughed. 

“ They will find that numbers do not count,” he cried, *‘ten thou- 
sand of the raszals could not head off the Chaise.” 

‘I would like to see them try,” cried the colonel, with flashing eyes. 
‘¢We must give them a good thrashing, Frank.” 

‘ And we will.” 

Indeed the travelers went to work literally to do this. 

The Bedouins, of course, speedily found that they were no match 
for the Chaise. 

But the cunning of Ali Babo now came into play. 

He was determined to win the contest if he could. Nothing would 
have delighted him so much as to have secured the heads of every 
man aboard the Chaise. 

But this contingency Frank Reade, Jr., was resolved should never 
come to pass. In fact, he was after the head of Ali Babo. 


But now 


From coverts about they kept up 
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It had become patent to the Arab sheik, that the only way to over- | coolly. ‘ My success will altogether depend upon whether or not I 
come his foes was .o.in some way check the progress of the machine, | have dynamite enough. We will hope so.’ 
; For this purpose he employed a cunning scheme, With which he trained the electric gun upon the bowlders, 
Through the strange land of fossils the fight was kept up. The result was awaited with interest. Frank trained the gun on the 
Frank was pleased to make it a runuing fight for a good and suffi- | oe st point in the barricade. 
cient reason. is he pressed the button. 
This was to draw the Bedouins out of that part of the country. Suc- There was @ terrific thunderous roar, and the air was filled with tons 
ceeding in this, he believed that they would not be likely to return. of debris. 
| 







_ And once out upon the Sabara, where there was open ground, he Where the dynamite shell struck the sae they were literally re- 
could wipe the Bedoains out of existence. duced to small fragments. 
Whether Ali Babo guessed Lis purpose or not, it is not possible to Again and again Frank fired the gun, 
gay. Slowly but surely the mighty barricade began to crumble. It was a 
Yet this was doubtless so. fearful exhibition of electric artillery. 
For as the machine entered a deep defile, there was a terrific ex- The Bedouius could not help but stand and watch it with something 
plosion in their rear. like awe, 
Great masses of rock came down and blocked the defile behind The terrific roar of the dynamite, the crumbling of the huge rocks, 
them. The travelers were astounded. the awful Titan like power of the thing, was certainly awe-inspiring. 
‘* Gee whiz!” exclaimed the colonel. ‘‘ What is that for?’ It was as Frank Lad said, simply a question as to the quantity of 


‘Why, they probably meant to engulf us in that heap of bowlders,” | dynamite, 

suggested Wilton. Thus far it had held out well. The huge barricade was rapidly 1 
‘* Well, they got left.” aa melting. \ seal 
“T shoald say so.” The colonel was enraptured. He could not help cheering at every 
‘¢ Probably a mistake in calculation. We ran by too quick.” shot. | 


But the improbability of this surmise was quickly established. The 
plan of the Bedouins was seen to be of entirely a different order. thing grander. It makes me think of the artillery fire at Picket’s 

For suddenly the Chaise came to a halt. charge.” 

Progress further was impossible, The defile was blocked in front Frank now ran the machine nearer. The barricade was not wholly 


‘*Tt takes me back to Gettysburg,” he cried. ‘‘I never saw any- 







































of them. cleared away, but there was he believed enough of it worn away so 
This was the clever trick of Ali Babo. that he could go over it. 
They were entrapped. | . Abd this proved a fact. 
Already the triumphant yells of the Bedouins could be heard on the The machine actually ran up over the obstruction and continued on 
hillsides. They were sure of their prey now as they believed. out of the pass, " 
The travelers looked at each other in a dubious way. Ali Babo would have been less than humanif he had not been im- | 
_ “ Begorra, it’s a long-headed crew they are!” averred Barney. pressed by this wonderful exhibition. 
‘‘Golly! I done fink dey reckon on habbin’ us dis time,” said The Bedoains were silent. The machine ran on for a little ways 
Pomp. and then Frank began to look anxioasly behind him. ; 
‘« Well, I never!” exclaimed the colonel, ‘did you ever see the ‘« What is the matter?” cried the colonel. ‘‘ We are outstripping # 
beat of it, Frank?” - the foe.” . ' 
‘«It is evident that we are not done with trouble yet!” said the ‘¢ That is not all that I want,” ssid Frank, ‘‘I wanttodrawthem ~ 
young inventor, ‘“‘ but I guess we will fing a way out of the scrape.” | after me.” 6% 
“So long as we have the inventive genius of Mr. Reade with as I ‘* Ah, [ see!” i 
do not fear!” asserted Wilton. But it very soon became evident that the Bedouins were following My 
But the Beconins had gathered on the heights above and were | the Chaise. j 
keeping up a hot fire, In fact they once more opened fire. Frank kept the machine on to- | ay 
It was impossible to venture out on deck. There was almost a | ward the desert. ht 
, certainly of being shot to pieces. His time would come when it should be reached. aa 
Things were getting warm for a moral certainty. Soon the first level reaches of sand broke into view. The machine “a 


here could huve increased its speed. 
But Frank instead brought it to a complete halt, 















CHAPTER XII. a toe out a white flag, Barney!” he said. f; At 
WHICH IS THE END. A parley?” asked the colonel. 
TuE bowlders which blocked the defile were of the largest sort, as « Yeot" 

weighing many tons, The white flag was put out. Ali Babo was vain enough to fancy 
Where the Bedouins were able to get sufficient powder to blow that it meant a surrender. : { 
them up Was a question. A couple of his men came galloping up. 
But it was enough that they had succeeded in doing so. With one of them Frank opened a parley. We will give it ia detail. . 
The party were entrapped for a moral certainty. ‘¢ Well, Effendi, are you satisfied now that you cannot conquer the 
How to get out of it was now the question. It seemed to all but Americans?” asked Frank. 
Frank a difficult one handle. ‘¢ My master is the great Sheik, Ali Babo,” replied the envoy, with ih 
_ But the young inventor was seldom at aluss fora plan. Nor was | dignity. ‘* Allah will deliver you into his hands yet.” wa 
on he at sea in Lhe present instance, ‘*T am afraid not,” said Frank, coolly, ‘“‘ but I'll tell yeu what I , | 
It was easy to see what would follow if the obstacles in front were | called this truce for.” 4 
not removed. “‘ The servant of Ali Babo waits.” f ‘ 
It was impossible to go around or over them. The machine would “ Good! just continue to wait. Go back and tell your master that J 
have to remain entrapped in the defile perhaps for months—perhaps | he wants to give up chasing us or I'll exterminate him and the whole " 
forever. of you. If he will peaceably withdraw we will call it quits, If not, | q 
Starvation would certainly be their es It truly looked as if Ali | I’ll hunt every one of you to your holes like hyenas.” ya 
Babo had played his winning card. The envoy rode away. ne 
But Frank Reade, Jr., did not think so. A few. moments later a number of horsemen approached, { 
He wore the same confident smile. The colonel was getting anx- At their head the great sheik himself was seen. They rede up to \ 
ious, and ventured to say: within hailing distance. 5 
‘¢ How is it, Frank? Are we stuck in this place forever?” The: Frank called: | ae 
‘¢ Pshaw!” laughed Frank. ‘* Don’t worry about it yet. I think ‘- Well, what is it now?” j 
we shall get out alive,” The same envoy came forward with a sweeping bow. a 
** You do?” | ‘The great sheik is here,” he said. ‘*He will harass the Ameri- = 
** Yes.” cans no more upon one couditon.” ns 
*“*T have great faith in you.” “Indeed!” said Frank coolly. ‘That is very kind. What is it?” . 
«* Thank you.” ‘¢ A tribute shall be paid him of ten thousand piastres.” 
‘¢ But how do you expect to do it?” Frank whistled slowly. 
‘* Well, there is only one way, and it is a very simple one,” ‘‘That’s modest,” he said. ‘‘ Hereally wants ten thousand pias. % 
*¢ What is iv?” tres, eh? Well, you tell him that he will get nota cay Let this J 
; Frank pointed to the obstruction. end it!” ig 
** You see that mass of bowlders?” The sheik and his party rode away. i4 
“sf, 48 Yoa.” Some time passed. a 
‘* Weill, Iam going to try and Freee them to powder.” Then a cloud of horsemen enveloped in dust were seem riding to ‘ 
“ With what? the eastward. 

*¢ Dynamite,” ; ‘There goes the sheik!” cried thecolonel. “And heis going ; 
The colonel looked Ineuedalden: without his piastres, too!” 

‘* That would be all right,” he said, ‘‘if we could only get ont there Everybodly laughed at this. It was, indeed, the sheik and his party. 

to set a mine!” They had wisely given up the hunt. They were never seen again. ee 
‘* Which I do not intend to do.” | A stop was made at Bikan, and hospitality accepted by Hyder Bem 
The colonel was puzzled. Ali. . va 
**T don’t understand you!” he said. But due care was taken to say nothing about the secret city. This it i 
** Well, then I will proceed to illustrate,” said the young inventor, * was a wise move. 3 a 
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THE MYSTER 


The great object of the expedition had been accomplished. 

Our travelers may be pardoned fur feeling a bit triumphant. Cer- 
tainly they had earned their laurels. 

Naturally all now began to think of home, 

‘‘ Home, sweet home,” sang Wilton, ‘‘ be it ever so humble, etc.” 

So a course was set upon the return across the Sabara. Once more 
arid sands were about them. ~~ 


One day there appeared on the shores of the Red Sea, a strange 
looking vehicle. A small town of Moslemites burned out in force to 


seeit, — . 
In all their lives they had never seen anything like the Electric 


Chaise. 
Tie nearest approach was an ox cart. The sensation created can 


‘therefore be imagined. 
. & The trip across the desert had been fairly successful. 


There had been one breakdown, and at one time the travelers fan- 
cied they might have to make their way to Cuiro on foot. 

But Frank Reade, Jr., with his accustomed ingenuity repaired this. 
But he said: 

- 4¢ This is the last trip of the Chaise, I fear.” 

‘¢ How so?” asked the colonel. 

‘¢]t is easy to see. Her machinery, being of a very delicate make, 
is wearing out.” 

‘¢ But can you not pul in new machinery?” asked Wilton. 

Frank shrugged his shoulders, 

‘© T don’t like to build over,” he said.- ‘‘ I have plans already for a 
new invention.” 

‘* Hurrah!” cried the colonel. ‘‘ Success to you, Frank, and may I 
be able to go with you on the next trip.” 

The machine ran down to the little quay and watch was kept for 
the small steamer which was to meet them there and take them back 
to Suez. 

From thence they were to sail for America on a steamer bound for 
the port of New York. 

As they stood on the quay, Colonel Dustin said: 

‘Really, I leave- Egypt with some regrets. I know Iam not per- 


- fect enough to live withthe Habanites, and yet their life was a happy 


one, eh Frank?” 
‘¢No doubt,” replied the young inventor. ‘‘ Yet my interests at 
present are in Readestowr, and there I fear I shall be compelled to 


stay. 

** What will be your next trip. 

‘¢Tnat [ am unable to say.” 

‘¢ Well,” said the colonel, heartily, ‘‘ when you want another travel- 
ing companion, let me know.” 

‘*T will.” 

‘* Ditto,” said Wilton. 


nl : ; on , : —?_ 7) a 
. . 


{OUS MIRAGE. 


Barney and Pomp meanwhile had been having an argument in their B ‘ig 


own peculiar style. 

‘*Goily! I done fink dis chile glad fo’ to git back to Readestown,” 
averred the darky. ‘‘Kain’t say dat I am nowise atuck on dis 
country.” 

‘* Bejabers, that’s quare!” commented Barney. 
tive soil.” 

‘* Clar’ fo’ goodness!” ejaculated Pomp, ‘how yo’ do keep dat goin’. 
Dis ajn’t mah native soil no mo’ dan it am yo’s.” 

‘* Be me sowl, how do yez make that out?” 

** Suah, I’se an American, sah. I wuz bo’n in ole Kyarline, an’ I 
don’ want no mo’ insinuations from a low-down, po’ white trash l’ish- 
man like yo’.” 

This was just what Barney was looking for. 

‘* Whurroo!” he yelled, ‘‘yez hev insulted an O'Shea. Shure, yez 
can’t do that without payin’ fer it.” 

‘** Don’ care nuffin’ fo’ dat. If yo’ want yo’ pay jes yo’ cum along 
an’ git it.” 

Thev the two jokers closed in a rough and tumble wrestle. 

Of course the natives congregated about thought they were in earn- 
est*and ran to the spot with chattering cries. 

ow it happened that Barney and Pomp were dangerously near the 
edge of the wharf. | 

In their excitement neither noted this and suddenly they reeled and 
went over the edge. 

Down they went kersplash into Red Sea water. When they came 
‘up puffing and panting they scrambled out with ardor cooled. 

A chorus of haw-haws greeted them and looking up they were 
abashed to see Frank Reade, Jr., and the others laughing at them. 

This was evough for them. 

With wilted pride and garments they slunk away to the cabin of the 
Chaise to get restored. A few moments later a cry went up: 

** Here comes the steamer!” 


‘* Whin it’s yure na- 


The mache was taken quickly apart and packed in sections aboard | 


the steamer, 

Then all embarked, | 
_ In due time they reached Port Said. From there they went to Al- 
exandria and boarded the Americau bound steamer. 

A propitious voyage it was across the Atlantic. To dwell upon its 
incidents would be idle. 

In due time New York was reached. Here Wilton returned to the 


employ of the News Syndicate, and the colonel adjourned to the Fifth 


Avenue Hotel. 

There, to a coterie of kindred spirits, he never tires of telling of 
his experiences in the far East with Frank Reade, Jr., in quest of the 
secret city the mysterious mirage. And this, dear reader, ends our 
story. +. 


[THE END. ] 








Useful and Instructive Books. 





HOW TO ROW, SAIL AND BUILD «a BOAT.—Fully illustrated. Every 

boy should know how to row and sail a boat. Full instructions are 
given in this little book, together with instructions on swimming and 
riding, companion —— to boating. Price 10 ents. For sale cs 
newsdealers in the United States and Canada, or we will send it te 
your address on receipt of the price, Frank Tousey, publisher, 34 


and 36 North Moore street. New York. Box 2730, 


HOW TO SOLVE CONUNDRUMS.—Oontaining all the leading conun- 


drums of the day, amusing riddles, curious catches and witty say- 
ings.. Price 10 cents. For sale by all newsdealers in the United 
Stutes and Cunada, or sent to your address, post paid, on receipt of 
the price, Address Frank Tousey, publisher, 34 and 36 North 
Moore Street, New York. Box 2730. 


HOW TO STUFF BIRDS AND ANIMALS.--A valuable book, giving 
instructions in collecting, mounting and preserving birds, animals 
and insects. Price 10 cents. For sale by all newsdealers in the 
United States and Canada, or sent to your addrexs, postage free, on 
receipt of the price. Address Frank Tousey, publisher, 34 and 36 
North Moore Street, New York, Box 2730. 


HOW TO BECOME A GYMNAST.—Containing full instructions for all 
kinds of zymnastic sports and athletic exercises, Embracing thirty- 
five illustrations. By Professor W. Macdonald. A handy and useful 
book. Price 10 cents. For sale by every newsdealer in the United 
Statee and Canada, or will be sent to your address, post-paid, on 
receipt of the price. Address Frank Tousey, publisher, 34 and 36 
North Moore Street. New York, Box 2730. 


fiuW TO FLIRT.—Just out. ‘The arts and wiles of flirtation are fully 

- explained by this little book. Besides the various methods of hand: 
kerchief, fan, glove, parasol, window, and hat flirtations, it contains 
a full list of the language and sentiment of flowers, which is inter- 
esting to everybody, both old and young. You cannot be happy wits 
out one. Price 1C cents. Address Frank Tousey, publisher, 34 and 
$6 North Moore street, New York. Box 2730. . 





HOW TO DO TRICKS.—The great book of magic and card tricks, cou- 
taining full instruction of all tL> leading card tricks of the day, also 
the most popular magical illusious as performed by our leading 
magicians; every boy should obtain a , as it will both amuse 
and instruct. Price 10 cents. For si & all newsdealers in the 
United States und Canada, or sent to any address, postage free, on 
receipt of price. Address Frank Tousey, publisher, 34 and 36 North 
Moore Street, New York. Box 2730. 


HOW TO KEEP HOUSE.~—It contains information for everybody, boys, 
girls, men and women; it will teach you how to make almost any- 
thing around the house, such as parlor ornaments, brackets, ce- 
ments, zolian harps, and bird lime for catching birds. Price 10 
cents. For sale by all newsdealers in the United States or Canada, 
or sen’ to your address, post Sa on receipt of price. Address 
See Seer publisher, 34 and 36 North Moore Street, New York, 

ox A 


HOW TO KEEP A WINDOW GARDEN.—Oontaining full instructions 
for constructing a window garden either in town or country, and 
the most approved methods for raising beautiful flowers at home, 
The most 2omplete b.._ of tne kind ever published. Price 10 cents, 
For sale by all newsdealers in the United States and Canada, or 
sent to your address, postage free, on receipt of price. Address 
aa pubiisher, 34 and 36 North Moore Street, New York. 

x 


GOW TO BECOME AN INVENTOR.—Every boy should know how ile 
ventions originate. This book explains them all, giving examples 
m electricity, hydraulics, magnetism, optics, pneumatics, mechanics, 
ete., etc. The most instructive book published. Price 10 cents 
For sale by all newsdealers ja the United States and or 
sent to your address, postage free, on receipt of pric_. Addresg 


Frank Tousey, publisher, 84 and 36 North Moore street, New York, 
Box 2730. . 
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_ Napoleon’s Oraculum and Dream Book. 

— ning the great oracle of human destiny; also the 
| true meaning of almost any kind of dreams, together with 


s 
' 
c ; plete bo Sreperes, one Steen games of 6s. A com- 


No. 2. 
HOW TO DO TRICKS. 


_ he great book of magic and card tricks, containing full 
| gmstraction of all the fending eard tricks of the aan ales 
the most popular magical illusions as performed by our 
| leading magicians; every boy should obtain a cupy, as it 
 wiil both amuse and instruct. Price 10 cents. 


No. 3. 
HOW TO FLIRT. 


| Whe arte and wiles of flirtation are fully explained by thi- 
ttle boo esides the various methods of handkerchief 
‘a ove, persent, windew and hat flirtations, it contains 
1 #-afuii list of the language and sentimert of flowers, which 
 fsinterestang to averyeody, both old and young. You can- 


, p _ mot be happy without one. Price 10 cents. 


NO. 4. 

HOW 10 DANCE 
Is the title of a new and handsome littie book just issued 
by Frank ‘lo It contains full instructions in the art 
of danciug, etiquette in the ball-room and at parties, bow 
_ to dress, and full directions for calling off in all popuiar 
_ square dances. ‘The price is 10 ceats. 

- / 4, ) 


; No. 5. 
. HOW TO MAKE LOVE. 


~ <Acomplete guide to love, courtship and marriage, givin 
-  gensible advice. rales and etiquette to be observed, wit 
_ many curious and interesting things not generally known. 
_ Prtoe 10 cents. 


HOW TO BECOME AN ATHLETE. 


. Giving full instruction for the use of dumb-bells, Indiar 
_ einbs, parallel bars, horizontal bars and various other 
i meothods of developing a good, healthy muscle; containi: 
| so pver sixty illustrations. Every boy can become strong a 
so - Reniehy follow: the instructions contained in the 
jg book. Price 10 cents. 
4 


, HOW TO KEEP BIRDS. 


|  § Handsomely illustrated, and contait.ing full instructions 
a, the management and training of the canary, mocking- 
) , bobolink, blackbird, paroquet, parrot, etc., etc. Price 
| * Weents. 
\" No. Bo 
By! HOW TO BECOME A SCIENTIST. 
_ A useful and instractive book, giving a complete treatise 
 ©n chemistry; also, experiments in acoustics, mechanics, 
mathematics, chemistry, and directions for making fire- 
- a". colored tires, and gas balloons. This book cannot 
2 equaled. Price 10 cents. 
No. 9. 
|. HOW TO BECOME A VENTRILOQUIST. 
". B Harry Kennedy. The secret given away. Every intelli- 
a - boy reading this book of instructions, by a practical 
—_ essor (delixhting multitodes every night with his won- 
— portal imitations), can master the art, and create any 
. ~—Sss amount of fun for himself and friends. It is the greatest 
book ever published, and there's millions (of fun) in it. 
Price 10 cents. 


ra 


a No. 10. 
ee HOW TO BOX. 
‘fhe art of self-defense made easy. Containing over thirty 
 jilustrations of guards, viows and the different positions of 
& good boxer Every boy should obtain one of these useful 
and instructive books, as it will teach you how to box with- 
 @ut&ninstractor. Price 10 cents. 


—_ 
{ - 


sx HOW TO WRITE LOVE-LETTERS. 


, i A most complete little book. containing full directions for 
writing love-letters, and wben to use them; alse giving 
' specimen letters for both young and old. Price 10 cents. 


= een 
wa No. (2. 
| HOW TO WRITE LETTERS TO LADIES. 
Be) Sacntscrenits oats (cn asad ae 
quests. ce 10 cents. 
| No. 13. 
How te Do It; or, Book of Etiquette. 
| {tie a great life secret, and one that young man de- 
spires to know all about, Send 10 cents and getit. There's 
. _ Bappiness in it 
_ No. 14. 
‘ag HOW TO MAKE CANDY. 


4 A complete band-book for making all kinds of candy, ice- 
prenma, syrups, essences, etc., etc, Price 10 cents. 


i Box 2739, 


a 
, 


‘FP - 
mh. 


No. 15. 
HOW TO BECOME RICH. 

This wonderful book presents you with the example and 
life experience of some of the most noted and wealthy men 

rid, including the self-made men of our country. 
The book is edited by one of the most successful men of 
the present age, whose own example is in itself guide 
enough for those who aspire to fame and money, The 
book will give you the secret. Price 10 cents, 


No. 16. 

HOW TO A WLNDOW GARDEN. 
Containing full instructions for constructing a window 
garden eitber in town or country, and the most approved 
methods for raising beautiful flowers at home. 6 most 
complete book of the kind ever published. Price 10 ceuts. 


No.17. 
HOW ‘tO DRESS. 
Containing full instruction in the art of dressing aud ap- 
pearing well at home and abroad, giving the selections of 
aren material, and how to have them made up. 
cents. 


No. (8. 
HOW TO BECOME BEAUTIFUL. 


One of the brightest and most valuabie little books ever 
ven to the world. Everybody wishes te know how to 
come beautiful, beth male and female. 

Read this book and be con- 


simple, and almost costless. 
Price 10 cents. 


vineed how to become beautiful. 


No. 19, 
FRANK TOUSEY’S 
United States Distance Tables, Pecket Com- 
panion and Guide. 
Giving the official distanees on all the railroads ot the 
United States and Canada. Also, table of distances by 
water to foreign ports, back fares in the principal aes 


reports of the census, etc., etc., making it one of the mo 
complete and handy books published. Price 10 cents. 


No. 20. 
How to Entertain an Evening Party. 


A very valuable little book just published. A complete 
compendium of games, sports, card-diversions, comic 
recreations, etc., suitable for parlor or drawing-room en- 
tertainment. It contains more for the money than any 
book published. Price 10 cents. 


No. 2!. 
HOW TO HUNT AND FISH. . 


The most complete hunting and fishing guide ever pub- 
lished. It contains full instructions about guns, bunting 
dogs, traps, trapping and fishing. together with descrip- 
tions of game and . Price 10 cents. 


No. 22. 

HOW TO DO SECOND SIGHT. 
Heller’s second sight explained by his former assistant, 
Fred Hunt, Jr. laining how the secret dialogues were 
oarried on between the magician and the boy on the stage: 
also giving ali the codes and signals. ‘he only authentic 
explanation of second sight. rice 10 cents. 


No. 23. 
HOW TO EXPLAIN DREAMS. 


Everybody dreams, from the little child to the aged man 
and woman. ‘This httle book -eives the explanation to all 
kinds of dreams, together with lucky and pulsehy day 
ae Napoleon's Oraculum,”’ the boek of fate. Price 
6en 


N 3 2 s 
HOW TO WRITE LENToRs TO GENTLE- 


Containing full directions for writing to gentlemen on all 
ree ; also giving sample letters for instruction. Price 
cen 


No. 25. 
HOW TO BECOME A GYMNAST. 


Gontaining full instructions for all kinds of ermnssiic 
sports and athletic exercises. Embracing thirty-five illus- 
trations, Ky Professor W. Macdouald. A bandy and use- 
ful book. Price 10 cents. 


No. 26. 
HOW TO ROW, SALL AND BUILD A BOAT. 


Fully illustrated. Every boy should know hew to row and 
sail ; boat. Full lasteaauens are given in this little book 
together with iastructions on swimming and riding, Com- 
panion sports to boating. “rice 10 cents. 


No. 27. 


HOW TO RECITE AND BOOK OF RECI- 
TATIONS. 

Oontaining the most popular selections in use, comprising 

Dutch dialect, French dialect, Yankee and Irish dialect 

ares together with many standard readings. Price 10 


Tousey's Hand Books. 


 Bontaining Useful Information on Almost Every Subject Under the Sun. Price 10 Cents Per Copy. 


No» 28. 
HOW TO 'TELL FORTUNES. 
Every one is desirous of knowing what his future life will 
bring forth, whether happiness or misery, wealth or pow- 
pete You can tell by « glance at this iittle book. Buy one: 
be convinced, Tell your own fortune. Tell the fort- 
unes of your friends. Price 10 cents. 


3 No. 29. 
HOW TO BECOME AN INVENTOR. 


Every boy should kuow how inventions origiu.ate. Thie 
book explains them all, giving examples in electricity, hy~ 
draulics, magnetism, optics, pneumatics, mechanics, 

T've most instructive beok published. Price 10 cents. 


; No. 30. 
HOW ''0 COOK. 
One of the most instructive books on cooking ever pub- 
lished. It contains receipes for cooking meats, fish, g 
and oysters; also nie, puddings, cakes and al] kinds of 
partys and a grand collection of recipes by one of our most 
popular cooks. Only 10 cents per copy. 


No. 3l. 
HOW TO BECOME A SPEAKER. 


Containing fourteen illustrations, giving the different po- 
sitions requisite to become a g speaker, reader and 
elocutionist Also containing gems from all the pop 
authors of prose and poetry. rranged in the most simple 
and concise manner possible. Price 10 cents. , 


Noe 32. 
HOW TO RIDE A BICYCLE. 


Handsomely illustrated, and containing full directions fer 
pea tapers Soh gd and managing a bicycle, fully explained 
with practical illustrations; also directions for picking out 


amachine. Price 10 cents. 


NOs 33. 
HOW TO BEHAVE. 
Containing the rules and etiquette of good society and the 
easiest and most approved methods of appearing to good 
advantage at parties, balls, the theater, church, and in the 
drawing room. Price 10 cents. 


No. 34. i 
HOW 'l'0 FENCE, 
Containing full instruction for fencing and the use of the 
broadeword; also instruction in archery. Described with 
twenty-one practical illustrations, giving the best positions 
in fencing. A complete book. Price 10 cents. 


No. ° 
HOW TO PLAY GAMES. 
A complete and useful little book, containing the rules 


and regulations of billiards, bagatelle, backgammon, ore« 
quet, dominoes, ete. Price 10 cents. 


No. 36. 
HOW TO SOLVE CONUNDRUMS., 


No. 37: 
HOW TO KEEP HOUSE. 
It contains information for everybody, boys, girls, men 
and women; it will teach you howto aie ere anything 
around the house, such as parlor ornamants, brackets, 
coments, @olian harps, and bird lime for catching birds. 
Price 10 cents. 


NO o e 
HOW TO BECOME YOUR OWN DOCTOR, 


A wonderful book, containing useful and practical infor- 
mation in the treatment of ordinary diseases and ailmente 
common to every family. Abounding in useful and 
ive recipes for genera! complaints Price 10 ¢: ptg. 


No. 39. 
How to Raise Dogs, Poul Pigeons and 
Rabbits. my, 


A usefnl and instructive book. Handsomely fliustrated. 
By Ira Drofraw. “rice 10 cents. 


HOW TO MAKE AND SET TRAPS. 


Including hints on how to catch Moles, Weasels, Otter, 
Rats, Squirrels and Birds. Also how to cnre Skins. 
pissy illustrated. By J. Harrington Keene. Price 
cents. 


No. 41. 
The Boys of New York End Men’s Joke Book. 


Containing a great variety of the latest jokes used by the 
most famous end men. No amateur minstrels is complete - 
without this wonderfal little book. Price 10 cents. 


The Boys of New York Stump Speaker. 


Containing a varied assortment of Stump Speeches, N 
Duteoh and Icieti. Also End Men's jokes. ask the hed 
for home amusement and amateur shows. Price 10 cents. 


For sale by all newsdealers, or sent, post-paid, upon receipt of price. Address 


FRANK TOUSEY, Publisher, 34 & 36 North Moore Street, New York. 
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COMIE LIBRARY. 


- Twins; or, Which Was the Other? by Sam Smiley 
39 Bob Rollick; or, What Was He Born For? 


by Peter Pad 
40 The Shortys Married and Settled Down, 

by Peter Pad 
41 Tommy Bounce, Jr.,in College, by Peter Pad 
42 The Shortys Uut for "Fun, by Peter Pad 


43 Billy Bakkus, the Boy With the Big Mouth, 
by Commoduvre ‘Ah-Look | 
44 “Whiskers: or, One Year’s Fun at Belltop 


Academy, by cee Siniley 
45 The Shortys Ont pint. by Peter P 
46 The Shortys Out Gunni by Peter Pad 
47 Bob Rollick, the Yankee otion Drummer, 

by Peter Pad 

48 Sassy Sam: or, A Bootblack’s Voyage Around 

the World, _ by Coramodore Ab Look 
49 The Shortys’ Farming, by Peter Pad 


60 Muldoon’s Night School, o un Teaser 


by 
§1 Dandy Dick, the Doctor’s Son; or, The Village 


Terror by Tom Teaser 
52 Sassy hase Sumner. A Sequel to *‘ Sassy Sam’ 
by Commodore Ah-Look 


63 The ay Travelers; or, Around the World for 


by Peter Pad 
64 The atv in the Wild West, bor Peter Pad 
55 Muldoon, the Sport, om Teaser 
66 ee and Ohbipper; or, Through Baten and 
Thi by Commodore Ah-Look 
67 Two Hard Nuts; or, A Term of Fun at Dr. 
Orackem’s noedont, by Sum Smile 
58 The Shortys" Country Store, byt Peter Pa 
Muldoon’s Vacation, om Teaser 
Jack Hawser’s 'l'avern, Pet ie Pad 
61 Ikey; or, He Never Got Left, ‘om Teaser 
62 Joseph Jump and His Old Blind Nage by Peter Pad 
63 ‘I'wo in a Box; or, The Long and Sbort me It, 
by Tom Teaser 
64 The Roary Kids; or, Three Chips of Pheos Old 
Blo by Peter Pad 
65 Mike | Moduinness; or, Traveling for Eeansre. 


by Tom Teaser 
66 The Shortys’ Christmas Snaps y Peter Pad 
67 ur Beane Twins, or, The T 


mee wo Worst Boys in 
68 Nimble! Nip, the Imp of the School, 
by Tom Teaser 


by Sam Smiley 
69 Sam S the New York Drummer; e) Business 
B fore P ah Peter Pad 
l'om ‘Teaser 
71 hose Quiet Twins, y Peter Pad 
72 Muldoon, the Fireman » ous ‘Teaser 
3A Rolling Stone; or, Jack Ready’s Lite of gf Fun, 


y Peter Pad 
%4 An Old Boy; or, Maloney After Education, 
by Tom Teaser 
75 Tumbling Tim; or, Traveling With a Circus. 

Judge Cleary'’s Country Court, be Ron Toume 
76 Judge eary’ s Country Cour om Teaser 
77 nok Ready’s Schoo! Scrapes, Peter Pad 
78 Muldoon, the Solid Man, by Tom Teaser 
79 Joe Junk, the Whaler; or, Anywhere for F Sa 

by Peter Pad 

80 The Deacon’s Son; or, The Imp of bg oe 
K Tom ‘Teaser 

81 Behind the Scenes; or, Qut With a New York 
cpenbenaeion. by Peter Pad 
82 The Funny F by Peter Pad 


83 Muldoon’s ues "Ball Olub, by ‘Tom Teaser 
84 Muldoon’s Base Ball Olub ji in Boston, by Tom ‘Teaser 
85 A Bad eg: or, Hard to Crack, y Tom Teaser 


86 Sam; or, he Troublesome Foundling 

y Peter Pad 
87 Muldoon’s Base Ball Club in Philadelphia, 

om Teaser 


88 Jimmy Grimes; or, Sharp, Smart and yh 
by Tom Teaser 


- 89 Little Tommy Bounce; or, Something ‘Lake His 


Peter Pad 
90 Muldoon’s Picnic, y Tom Teaser 
91 Little Tommy Bounce on His Travels: or, peing 
America for Fun, by Peter Pad 
92 Boarding-School; or, Sam Bowser at Work and 
Play by Peter Pad 
93 Next "Door: or, The Irish Twins, by ‘Tom ‘Teaser 
94 The Aidermen Sweeneys of New York, 
y Tom Teaser 


95 A Bad Boy’s Note Book, oe ‘Ed” 

96 A Bad Boy at School, y *Eda” 

97 ae Grimes, Jr.; or, the Ratnane of ithe Vil 
om Teaser 


98 Jack ‘ind Jim; or, Rackets and Soranes at 


Schoo by Tom ‘Teaser 
99 The Bock Agent’s Luck, by *‘ Kid” 
100 Muldoon's Boarding House, by Tom Teaser 
101 Muldoon’s Brother Dan, by Tom ‘Teaser 
102 The Traveling Dude; or, The Comical Advent- 

ures of Clarence Fitz Roy Jones, by Tom ‘l'easer 

103 Senator Muldoon, 
104 ‘I'he Shortys’ Minstrels; or, Working “the Same 

Old Rac 


ets, + Peter Pad 
105 The Comical Adventures of Two ee es, 


y Tom Teaser 
106 Muldoon, the Cop. Part I by Tom Teaser 
107 Muldoon, the Cop. Part Ii. by Tom Teaser 
108 Billy Moss; or, From One Thing to Raother: 
y Tom Teaser 
109 Truthful Jaek; or, On Board the Manes Jane, 
by ‘l'om Teaser 
110 Fred Fresh; or, As Green as Grass, Ss ‘tom Teaser 
1ll The Deacon’ > Boy; or, ‘I'he Worst in Town, 


by Peter Pad 
112 Jobhun Brown & Co. = School; or, The Deac- 
on’s Bo at His Old Tricks, by Peter Pad 


113 Jim, Jack and Jim; — Three Hard Nuts to 
Orack y ‘l'om Teaser 

114 Smart & Co., the Boy Peddlers, ‘by Peter Pad 

115 The Two: Boy Ulowns; or, A Summer With a 
Circus, by Tom Teaser 

116 Benny Bounce; or, A Block of the old OniP. ped 

Peter 

117 Young Dick Plunket; or, The Trials “i Trib- 

ulations of Ebenezer Orow, by Sam Smiley 


All the above libraries are for sale by all newsdealers in the United States and Canada, or sent to your address, post-paid, on receipt 


FRANK TOUSEY, Publisher, 84 & 86 North Moore Street, New York, 


7 of price. Address 


P, 0. Box 2780. 
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“Trunk Reade [brary Youn TH shat 


By “ Noname.” 


Price 5 Cents. 


No. 


55 Frank Reade, Jr., in the m tne ‘Far West; or, The 
Search for a Lo2% Gold Mine. 
56 Frank Reade, Jr., With His Air Ship in Asia; or, A 
Flight Across the Steppes. 
57 Frauk Reade, Jr., and His New Torpedo Boat; or, 
At War With the peeateen Rebels. 
58 Frank Reade, Jr., and Hie Electric Coach; or, The 
Search for the Isle of Diamonds, Part 
59 Frank Reade, Jr., and His Electric Coach: or, The 
— for the Isle of Diamonds. Part II. 
60 Frank Reade, Jr., and His Magnetic Gun-Carriage; 
‘eee for the U.S. Mail 
61 Vian. Rea e Jr.’s Electric at Boat; or, Lost in the 
lend ate of Grizeeon Snow. tI. 
62’ Frank Reade .Jr.’s Electric ion Masks or, Lost in the 
Land of Crimson Snow. Part II. 
63 Frank Reade, Jr., and His Engine of the Clouds; or, 
Chased Around the World in the Sky. 
64 Frank Reade, Jr.'s Electric Cyclone; or, Thrilling Ad- 
ventures in No Man’ s Land. Part I. 
65 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Electric Cyclone; or, Thrilling Ad- 
ventures in No Man’s Land. Part II.’ 
66 The Sunken Pirate; or. frank Reade, Jr., in Search 
of a T'reasure at the Bottom of the Sea. 
67 Frank Reade, Jr.. and His Electric Air-Boat; or, Hunt- 
ing Wild Beasts for a Circus. 
68 The Biack Range; or, Frank Reade, Jr, Among the 
Cowboys With his New Electric Caravan. 
69 Krom Zone to Zone; or, The Wonderful Trip of Frank 
Reade, Jr., With His Latest Air-Ship. 
70 Frank Reade, Jr.,and His Klectric Prairio Schooner; 
Fighting the Mexican Horse Thieves. 
71 Frank eade, Jr., and His Electric Oruiser of the 
Lakes; or, A J ourney Through shee by Water. 
72 Adrift in Africa; or, Frank Reade, Jr., Among the 
Ivory Hunters With His New Klectric ‘Wagon. 
73 Six Weeks in the Clouds; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Air- 
Ship, the Thunderbolt of the Skies. 
74 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Klectric Air Racer; or, Around the 
Globe in Thirty Days. 
75 Frank Reade, Jr , and "His Flying Ice Ship; or, Driven 
drift in the Frozen Sky. 
76 Frank Reade, Jr., and His Electric Sea Engine; or, 
Hunting fora oes Diamond Mine. 
77 Frank Reade, Jr, Kixploring a Submaraine Mountuin; 
_or, Lost at the Bottom of the Sea. 
78 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Electric Backboard: or, Thrilling 
Adventures in North Australia. 
79 Frank Reade, Jr.'s Search for the Sea Serpent; or, Six 
Thousand Miles Under the Sea. 
80 Frank Reade, Jr..s Desert Explorer; or, The Under- 
ground City of the Sahara. 
81 Frank pe Jr.’s New Electric Air-Ship the * Zep- 
Bett Pa Os / Weouitorsh to South Around the Glube. 


82 Freak Reade, Jr.s New Electric Air-Ship, the * Ze- 
Se From North to South Around the Globe. 


art 
83 Across the Frozen Sea; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Electric 
Snow Cutter. 
84 Lost in the Great Atlantic Valley: or, Frank Reade, Jr., 
and His Submarine Wonder, the “Dart.” 


85 Frank Reade, Jr., and His New Electric ‘Air-Ship, the 


** Eclipse ;’ # or, Fighting the Chinese Pirates. Part I. 

86 Frank Reade, Jr., and His New Electric Air-ship, the 
* Eclipse;' ‘or, Figh hting the Chinese Pirates. Part IL. 

87 Frank Reade, J 5 Oli pper of the Prairie; or, Fighting 
the Apaches i in the Pap Southwest. 

88 Under the Amazon for a ‘'bousand Miles; or, Frank 
Reade, Jr,’2 Wonderful Tri Pp 

89 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Search for the Silver weneees or, 
Under the Ocean in the Electric “* Dolphi 

90 Frank Rende, Jr.’s Catamaran of the Air; or, Wild and 
Wonderful Adventures in North Australia. 

91 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Search For a Lost Manin His Lat- 
est Air Wonder. 

92 Frank Reade, Jr., In Central India; or, The Search 
For the Lost Savants 

93 The Missing Island; or, ‘Frank Reade Jr.’s Wonderful 
Trip Under the Deep Sea. 

94 Over the Andes With Frank Reade, Jr., in His New 
Air-Ship; or, Wild Adventures in Peru. 

95 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Prairie Whirlwind; or, The Mystery 

of the Hidden Canyon. 

96 Under the Yellow Sea; or. Frank Reade, Jr.’s Search 
es the Cave of Pearls With His New Submarine 

ruiser. 

97 Around the Horizon for ‘'en Thousand Miles; or, 

io Reade, Jr.’s Wonderful Trip With His Air- 


Ss 

98 Frank Keade, Jr.*s “Sky Scraper;” or, North and 
South Around the World. 

99 Under the Equator from Ecuador to PoEDeO: or, Frank 

e, Jr.’s Greatest Submarine Voy 
100 on Coast to Coast; or, Frank Reade > Sr. ‘8 Trip 
cross Africa in His Electric “ Boninetane® 

101 Frank Reade, Jr., and His Electric Car; or, Outwit- 
ting a D rate. Gang 

102 Lost in the Mountains Rt the Moon; or, Frank Reade, 
Jr.'s Poa Trip With His New Air-Ship, the 

103 100 Miles Below the Surface of the Sea; or, The Mar- 
velons Trip of Frank Reade, Jr.’s ‘** Hard-Shell” 
Submarine Boat 

104 Abandoned in Alaska; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Thrill- 
ing Search for a Lost Gold Claim With His New 
New Klectric Wagon. 

105 Around the Arctic Larne or, Frank Reade Jr.’ 
Most Famous Trip With His Air-Ship, the “ Orbit. " 

106 Under Four Oceans; or, Krank Reade, Jr.’s Submar- 
ine Chase of a “ Sea Devil.’ 

107 From the Nile to the Niger; or, Frank Reade, Jr.; 
Lost in the Sondan With His ‘“‘ Overland Omnibus. ' 

108 The Chase of a Comet; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Most 
fle Trip With’ His New Air-Ship the 
se as 

109 Lost in the Great Undertow; or, Frank ee Jr.'s 
Submarine Cruise in the Guit Stream, 


x) 









‘ we = a “eg 


wtatont Isou ps 






- 


By the author of “ oe eee Sleuth.” 
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Price 5 Cents. a 


No. “4 

51 Young Sleuth and the Great Wall Street Mys . 
Tracing a Strange Tragedy of a Sekt ce. “ie 

52 Young Sleuth and the Opera House Mystery; or, Mur- — 
dered Behind the Scenes. ‘ 

53 Young Sleuth Under the Docks of New York; or, The " 
River Thieves and the Keen Detective. 

54 Young Sleuth and the Mysterious Doctor; or, A Medi- ; 
cal Student’s Dark Plot. 

55 Young Sleuth and the Rival Bank Breakers; or, The | 

een Detective’s Girl Decoy. 
56 Young Sleuth's Flash Light; or, The Dark Mystery 
of a Wedding Eve 

57 Young Sleuth ard ‘the Murder in the State-Room; Ory 
A Mystery of tne Ocean 

58 Young Sleuth’s Long Trail! or, The Keen Detective 
After the James Boys 

59 Young Sleuth’s Terrible Dilemma; or, One Chance my 
One Hundred. ; 

60 Young Sleuth and the Murder at the Masked Ball; 
or, F ighting the League of the Seven Demons. 

61 Young Sleuth’s Big Contract; or, Cleaning Out the 
Thugs of Baltimore. 

62 Young Sieuth Betrayed; or, The False Detective’ s Vil- 


63 Young Sleuth’s Terrible Test; or, Won at the Risk of 


64 Young Sleuth and the Man With the Diamond Eye. 
65 Young Sleuth Accused; or, Held tor Anether’s Crime, 
66 Young Sieuth’s Lost Link: or, Finding Lost Evidence. — 
67 Young Sleuth’s Last Dodge; or, The Keen Detective’s 
Greatest Kuse. 
68 Young Sleuth and the Female Smuggler; or, Working 
For ** Uncle Sam.” Ss 
69 Young Sleuth’s Lightning Changes; or, The Gold Bric * 
Gang Taken In. 
70 Young Sleuth and the Owls of Owl Mountain; or,{The | 
Ghosts of Blue Ridge Tavern. ' 
71 Young Sleuth’s Last Round; or, The Keen Detective’s’ 


Best Knock-Out. 
72 Foss: alga Sharps; or, Sharp Work Among Shay 
roo - 
73 Young Sleuth’s Seven Signs; or, The Keen Detective’s: 
Marked ‘Trail. 


74 oR Sleuth on the Stage; or, An Act Not on the 


Bil 

75 Young s Sleuth at Monte Carlo; or, The Grime of © 
Jasin 

76 Young Sleuth and the Man with the Tattooed Arm; 
Tracking Missing Millions. , 

77 Young Sleuth in emijoha City; or, Waltzing wi 
liam’s Dancing Schoo s 

78 Young Sleuth in Siberia; or, Saving a Young American 
from the !rison Mines. 4 

79 Young Sleuth Almost Knocked Out; or, Nell Blondin’s 
Desperate Game. : 

80 Youn ung Sleuth and Billy the Kid Number Two; or, Th 

den Ranch of the Panbandie. : 

81 Young Sleuth’s Master Stroke; or, The Lady De 
tive’s Many Masks, 

82 eee in a Mask; or, Young Sleuth at the Frenol 


83 Young Sleuth in saris; or, The Keen Detective mt 
the Bomb-Throw 

84 Young Sleuth and the Italian Brigands: or, The Kee 
Detective's Greatest Resc 

85 Young Sleuth and a Dead Man’ s Secret; or, The Mes 
sage in the Handle of a Dagger. 

86 Young Sleuth Decoyed; or, The Woman of Fire. 

87 Young Sleuth and the Runaway Vireus Boys; or, Fole 1 
lowing a Pair of Wild New York L. ae 

8 Young Sie Sleuth at Atlantic City; or, Tue Great Seaside 


89 Young Sleuth, the apetoceiye in Chicago; or, Unrave 4 
ing a Myste i 
90 The Man in the Safe; or, Young Sleuth as a Bank 
Detective. 3 
91 Young Sleuth and the Phantom Detective; or, 
Trail of the Dead. a 
92 Young Sleuth and the Girl in the Mask; or, The ly 
Monte Uristo of Baltimore. 
93 Young Sleuth and the Corsican Knife-Thrower; or, 
The Mystery of the Murdered Actress. 3 
94 Young Sleuth and the Cashier's Crime: or, The ne 
dence of a Dead Witness. 
95 cone Sleuth in the oils; or, The Death Traps « 


w York. 
96 Young I presen and the Miser'’s Ghost; or, A Hunt F 
Money. 
97 Young Sleuth as a Dead Game Sport; or, The Keer 
Detectives Ruse for $10,000. 
98 Young Sleuth and the Gypsies’ Gold; or, The Packag 
99 Y yak ti hic d Poliey P he Sb Ki 
oung Sleuth an oliey ete, the arper 
The Keen Detective's Lottery Ganie. ai , 
100 Young Sleuth in the Sewers - New York; or, Keen 
Work from Broadway to the Bowery < a ‘ 
101 Young Sleuth and the Mad Bell hears of, The 
Secret of the Old Church Tower. “a 
102 Yoong. Seta Unknown; or, The Man who* Oa 


Be q 
103 Younes Sleuth’s Great Swamp Search; or, The Miss- 
Gir! of Evergiade. ‘ 
104 Young Sleuth and the Mad Doctor; or, The Seven 
Paisoned Powders. 
105 Young Sleuth’s Big Bluff; or, Simple Sallie’s Missic >a. 
106 Young Sleuth’s Great Contract; or, The Keen De-~ 
tective’s Double Game. : 
107 Young Sleuth’s Night Watch; or, The Keen Detective 
Guarding Millions. 
108 Young Sleuth and the Mystery of the Dark Rota) 
or, The Grime of the Photograph Gallery. , 
109 Young Sleuth and the Gold Ship Robbery; or, Beat- 
ing Bold Crooks on an Ocean Steamer. e 
110 Young Sleuth and the Great Mine Mystery; or, Re r- 
dered Under Ground. 
lll Young Sleuth and the Runaway Heiress; or, A’ Gi iri 
Wortb Millions aieug esperate Crooks. 
112 Keane Sleuth and the spnted Mill; or, The Phi ne 
tom Mystery of Dark Dell. be 
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